
you can do you must do, with the grace of God.” (Apologies for
the paraphrasing) Linda feels she has always been luck. Her
recent raffle successes have us believing that too.

Rocharda Moore Morris spoke next. It is not coincidence that
they both gave their talks on the same day. Linda and Rocharda
are life long friends, who attended high school together and were
even cheerleaders together. Even though they are alike in many
ways, Rocharda has always seen Linda as a role model. They
both came from single parent homes where education was empha-
sized. Rocharda feels their story could only occur in America,
and she credits her Mother, her church and her community for
any successes she has had. Rocharda is married to Thomas Mor-
ris and they have an adopted son – who is autistic. Linda has
always been a source of inspiration and guidance in raising Ro-
charda’s son. Rocharda spent 31 years in community develop-
ment with the City of Hammond and always felt she had her
“dream job”. She worked on the development of Lost Marsh
Gold Course and the Ophelia Steen Center to name just a few of
her many projects. Her satisfaction always came from seeing the
faces of the people who were served by her projects, not the
bankers, or planners or politicians she had to work with, but the
children and families she was helping. She always prided herself
in “bringing everyone to the table”. Even if they were shouting at
each other, they were there because they were important to the
process.

Recently, she and Linda have begun a joint venture called Inno-
vative Solutions. They went into business together to make a
difference not money.

Thank you to Lisa Woodruff for taking these notes, and to Judith
Walker for providing the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

SEPTEMBER 30, 2008

Song My Country tis of Thee a cappella this week
Pledge of Allegiance
Prayer Bill Robinson
No visiting Rotarians or guests
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nancy Machnikowski announced that the book plated are in and
will be put in the book on Friday, October 10 at School City of
Hammond, Administration Bldg from 7:30 am to 4:00 pm
Bud Baker announced that he rec’d an email from Dave about their
work. Bud commented on how he marvels how they work in such
conditions with so many people that are so ill.
Chess set being silent auctioned is up to $120. Bidding continues.
Judith left information about RI liability insurance at the front of
the room.
Extractions – Bassam led and was assisted by Lisa Woodruff. The
topic was “Who’s older?” The questions were a little easier, but
we did two rounds!
Raffle- Linda Randolph had the winning number but did not draw
the joker. She donated the $10 back to the water project.

SPEAKERS
Linda Randolph and Rocharda Moore Morris – each gave their
Classification Talk

Linda Randolph is a life long resident of East Chicago. She gradu-
ated from Roosevelt ranked #3 but should have been co-
salutatorian. Linda’s Mother remarked years later that she wished
she had been better educated and had known how to fight for
Linda’s rank being corrected. Linda has dedicated her life to edu-
cation. She attended Boston University on scholarship and then
went to work in the Chicago Public Schools. She spent 24 years
working with specials needs students and programs. She then took
on the job of Principal at Altgeld Gardens – a housing project with
all the bad you can imagine. By the time she left, she saw atten-
dance and scores improve dramatically. So much so, that the mid-
dle school in the neighborhood was closed due to lack of achieve-
ment and they sent the middle school students to Linda’s school.
Someone thought she knew what she was doing. She retired last
year and started attending the local Y, where her children had al-
ways enjoyed themselves. She is married to Attorney, Lonnie
Randolph and they have two children. Her daughter is fulfilling
her medical internship at Cornell and her son has a business degree
from Drake. Linda quoted her Mother’s “credo” about life,
“You’re only one person and you can’t do everything, but what

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 7 Jeff Casey, Towle Theater
October 14 Club Assembly
October 21 G Zoeller / L Pence, Attorney General Debate
October 28 Lou Martinez, United Way
November 4 Classification Talks

Rotary Attendance September 30, 2008

Bassam Abdallah, Bud Baker, Greg Boyan, Jim Buchanan, Howard Cohen, Hans Enderlin, Michelle

Golden, Mary Kaczka, Nancy Machnikowski, Ed McHie, Rocharda Moore Morris, Chuck Pinter, Jim

Prisby, Linda Randolph, Bill Robinson, Rick Schumacher, Chuck Sanger, Harry Smiddy, Lisa

Woodruff, Judith Walker.

Total Attendance 20




