
only works part time. They are a separate non profit or-
ganization that works very closely with the School City of
Hammond. They work to assist the School City, help busi-
nesses get the educated employees they need and help in-
form the community about the good things happening at the
Hammond Public Schools. The mission of the HEF is
“supporting extraordinary learning experiences.” To that
end their main focus, is grants to teachers who can provide
those kinds of experiences. In the 25 years they have pro-
vided over 900 grants for over $800,000. One memorable
grant was for “Art Buddies” It was initiated by two teachers
who were friends. One taught high school, the other second
grade: different ages, skills and even different buildings but
they found a way. Through a series of letters and post
cards about art, artists and the students too, they formed a
bond between the classes. A celebration was held, a mural
created and an “extraordinary experience” was funded.
HEF receives it’s funding from many sources. Grants, do-
nations, memorials, gifts in honor of a teacher instead of a
Christmas or birthday item, and even payroll deduction
from School City of Hammond employees.
You can support HEF through your purchase of an educa-
tion license plate for your car and designate the HEF, even
if you live elsewhere.
HEF also awards scholarships. Last year they gave 17
scholarships of $1,000 each.
For more info visit www.hammondeducationfoundation.org

Thank you to Lisa Woodruff for taking these notes, and to
Jim McNabney for providing the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

SEPTEMBER 16, 2008

Song God Bless America
Pledge of Allegiance led by Andy Brennan
Prayer Bill Robinson

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Nancy Machnikowski again passed around a sample of the
dictionary from the Dictionary Project with its custom book
plate in it designed by our very own Michele Golden.
Mary Kascja(SP?) announced that we are still accepting ap-
plicants for group study leader for the group that will go to
Ankara, Turkey.
Chess set being silent auctioned is up to $120. Bidding con-
tinues.
Extractions – Bassam led and was assisted by Lisa Wood-
ruff. The topic was the Bible. The questions were challeng-
ing.
Raffle- Andy Brennan had the winning number but did not
draw the joker.

ROTARY MOMENT
Sarah Janiga, a senior at Hammond High, spoke to us about
how Rotary has inspired her college major choice. Sarah
was able to join us today as it was an ISTEP testing day.
She told us how she had attended the World Affairs Seminar
and also the World Affairs Conference. At both, the topic
was global warming and climate change. One part of the
day focused on the number of people who die in Africa as a
result of their not having access to the AIDS cocktail of pre-
scription drugs. Sara is now going to major in Pharmacy
with the hopes one day of working for the FDA, and improv-
ing the worldwide access to much needed prescription medi-
cines. Sara is an inspiration to all of us.

SPEAKER
Gail Rodovich, Executive Director, Hammond Education
Foundation (HEF)

Gail has been the Executive Director since the Foundations’
inception, 25 years ago. She is the only employee and she

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September 23 John Balvich, District Governor
September 30 Rocharda M/Linda H, Classification Talks
October 7 Jeff Casey, Towle Theater
October 14 Club Assembly
October 21 Blackwood/Boyan, Classification Talks

Rotary Attendance September 16, 2008

Bassam Abdallah, Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Howard Cohen, Hans Enderlin,
Cristina Figueroa, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, Ted Karns, Nancy

Machnikowski, Ed McHie, Jim McNabney, Rocharda M. Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar,
Linda Randolph, Bill Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Harry Smiddy, Judy Walker, Thomas White &
Lisa Woodruff. Rotary Guests: Milford Christenson Speakers: Gail Rodovich, Sarah Janiga

Total Attendance 27




