Rotary Youth Activities Month
Upcoming Schedule


Today              District Governor Rich Angle


September 30  Phil Muvich- St. Anthony Hospice

Make life easier. Receive your TRANSMISSION via e-mail. Let Dave Runnells know at drunnells@videotecsecurity.com and it is as good as done.

The Meeting-September 16, 2003

The meeting began with The Pledge, Song and Prayer. It was good to have Jim McNabney back at the piano.  In a case of possible divine intervention because of his beautiful prayer, Jim Etter won the raffle but not the jackpot.

There were no extortions, …. ah I mean extractions.

Michelle Golden made an announcement about a cocktail and buffet reception at the Hammond Marina at 5:30 on Thursday 9/25/03 sponsored by Books, Brushes & Bands for Education.  Proceeds will help re-start the Hammond Elementary Choir.

Ruth Dodson introduced Gary Jones, PhD.  Doctor Jones, after 41 years in education (including three separate stints in Hammond), is now associated with Calumet College.  He spoke on the general topic of truancy and specifically about the success of a program implemented in Hammond last year under the direction of the Hammond Truancy Task Force that significantly reduced truancy. 

In very approximate terms, it turns out that school absence across Indiana (urban/rural, rich/poor) is approximately 5%.  Last year Hammond schools increased attendance to 95.48% from 94.32% in the prior year.  In a system the size of Hammond, that translated into 26,000 more days of school attendance.

Key factors in Hammond’s improvement were a focus on middle school students,  the use of off-duty policemen as truant officers and court-supervised Project ED (Extended Day) for the worst truants.  Under the direction of Judge Harkin, Project ED mandated school attendance and special monitoring for those identified as being at special risk.  (This was defined as students with a history of 30 days of absence.

One important reason to have a program like this is the role attendance plays in various state and federal funding formulas.  Another reason to promote attendance is the correlation between truancy now and future criminal activity.

The bottom line for September 16- 32 Rotarians, 5 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 guest, and 1 speaker -39 total.

