
further introduction to the different educational system. Both have
been teachers for several years in China.
They each spoke. Fang is from a northern province. She is at
Hammond HS and Clark and finds her students “eager to learn.” She
incidentally told Pres. Jim that his was the “best piano music she’s
heard.” This is her first time in the US and she is excited to be
opening minds to learn about China.

Li taught 10 years in colleges in China. Teaching is totally different
in the US. She has a 4 year old son who she misses, but she is
enjoying her time here. She “loves” her students.

Several questions were asked, including about cultural awareness and
sensitivity. They believe that increasing contacts like this contribute
to improved cultural awareness.
Thanks for Nancy for arranging a very interesting program.

Thank you to Rick Schumacher for the Transmission notes, and
Chuck Sanger for he attendance figures and photo.

Meeting Notes From
October 4, 2011

President Jim opened with “My Country ‘tis of Thee”, then Mark
Goldsmith led the Pledge, Bill Robinson provided an impromptu
invocation, and Chuck Pintar led the 4-Way Test. We greeted guest
Will Raggs from Morton HS. Pres. Jim urged us to action: “You
can’t plow a field by turning it over in your mind.” (Sorry, I can’t
remember what that was about, now.)

Remember the Nov. 4 District Rotary Foundation dinner in Elkhart.
Our club is responsible for providing a silent auction item worth $100,
if someone has something to donate.

Bassam announced that our long-time member Harry Smiddy is
hospitalized after hip replacement surgery, but should be released
from Community this weekend. Harry was our Club President 50(!)
years ago – a card would be appreciated.

Mary Kaczka will again run the NYC Marathon on Nov. 6 – she is
soliciting donations for Team Rotary Foundation. Checks should be
payable to “Rotary Foundation” and given to Mary. They do count as
donations to the Foundation. Mike Repay is running the Chicago
Marathon on Oct. 8, plans to run NYC next year.

Bassam stumped us with “elephant” questions – Cal Bellamy
requested equal time with “donkey” questions, but the diversion didn’t
work.

Stephanie Madison gave a Happy Buck because she’s pushing her
husband out of a plane on Oct. 5 for his birthday…. (She says he
wants to do it…)

Mary K won the current events quiz, but didn’t draw the Joker.
Pres. Jim thanked those who helped on the Dictionary Project. Nancy
Machnikowski reminds there are still spots available for helping with
deliveries at the Hammond schools.

Nancy M. was responsible for our program. She introduced Dr. Terry
Mayerik, head of curriculum for Hammond secondary schools, who
presented the new program to teach Mandarin Chinese at Hammond
public schools. Terri did a grant request through the College Board,
and succeeded in landing 2 teachers for a 3-year program
commitment. The program has been well-received, with about 200
students signing up for the new classes. Terri will be going to China
for 8 days to learn more about the Chinese system.

The 2 teachers, Fang Rongli and Li Min, spent 4 weeks in Beijing in a
program to teach them about US schools, then 2 weeks at UCLA for

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

October 11 Club Assembly, Jim McNabney
October 18 Water Project, Dave & Jen Bell

PUC Chancellor, Dr. Thomas Keon
October 25
November 1

Rotary Attendance October 4, 2011

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Cal Bellamy, Andy Brennan, Jim Buchanan, Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden,
Mark Goldsmith, Nick Loxas, Nancy Machnikowski, Stephanie Madison, Dan Magura, Chuck Marlowe, Jim

McNabney, Rocharda Moore-Morris, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Clyde Rector, Mike Repay, Bill
Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Irma Torres-Cantu, Guests: Will Wraggs, Teri Mayerik, Speakers: Li

Min, Fang Rongli

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 28




