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50/50

Mark Goldsmith left the $515 jackpot still available for next week.

Plymouth Leadership Seminar  

Hans reported it was a successful event, although not widely attended.

Jim Prisby Appointed 

Jim was appointed to our Region One Administrative Council.  Congratulations!

Foundation Dinner

You should have all received an invitation to the Foundation Fund Raiser.  Hans has offered to organize a car pool.  See Hans for details.

Group Study Exchange

The deadline has been extended for the Argentina trip.  See Mary Kaczka for details.

Speaker

Nabil Ibrahim was not able to attend today, so Bill Robinson agreed to make a presentation.  He said he was the eleventh person asked and the first to say yes.

He spoke on non-verbal communication. Bill said we all fancy ourselves as being able to read a person like a book.  We say things like “the eyes are windows to the soul.” We believe you can look someone in the eyes and tell if they are lying.  He said we should look at their feet first.  Your feet will give you away if you are nervously shuffling, twitching or wiggling. 

There are two truths about non-verbal communication.  The first truth is that it is cultural specific.  Non-verbal communication changes from culture to culture.  For example, people from Whiting speak faster than people from Merrillville. The rate of speech is an indicator of where you are from.

The second truth is that non-verbal communication carries the entirety of the message.  If someone’s verbal communication contradicts his or her non-verbal, we should believe the non-verbal message. 

Eighty-five to ninety-five percent of our total communication’s impact is carried with the non-verbal portion.  Only five to fifteen percent is verbal.

Bill told stories and showed us many gestures. 

I wish I had a camera so you can see all of the examples of what they mean in our country and then what they mean in another country.  Most of them were rude and even obscene in other countries. For instance you should not point your finger in France; they see it as rude. If you point in Saudi Arabia, it’s even more offensive.

Bill recommended Robert Axel’s book: Gestures: The Do’s and Taboos of Body Language Around the World. (It sells for $11.53 at Amazon.com.)

The point of this presentation was to help us understand that you cannot overlook non-verbal behavior.  

So did anyone notice Bill’s feet shuffling?
The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events


October 3		Nabil Ibrahim, Classification Talk


October 10	Leanne Hoagland-Smith, Advanced Systems


October 17	Dennis Hodges, High Speed Rail


October 24	Tom Daberton, Magnet School


October 31	TBD
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Rotary Attendance for October 3, 2006


Actives: 19; Attendance Excused: 4; Guest of Rotarians: Teri Oesterle, Catherine Oesterle (both of Jeff Oesterle), Julie Lavin (Mark Goldsmith) & Claudi Tweedle (piantist) 4; Total 27











