Rotary Foundation Month

Upcoming Schedule



11/4
 Dan Ryan- Rotary Foundation



11/11    Veterans Day



11/18    Heinze Achievement Award

The Meeting-October 28, 2003

In President Brennan’s absence, President–Elect Jeff Oesterle presided.  The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance, the singing of “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” and a prayer. 

Jeff Monberg won the drawing but not the big prize.

Michelle Golden announced that the committee working on the Rotary Centennial project would meet briefly after the meeting.

Jeff Oesterle introduced the day’s guest speaker, Dan Geer from the TradeWinds Rehabilitation Center.

Mr. Geer has been with TradeWinds since 1995.  He is in charge of the Sign Shoppe, one of several workshop centers within TradeWinds.  Mr. Geer stated that TradeWinds believes that “real work rehabilitates”.  He then proceeded to recount real success stories (with the names changed to protect the privacy of those involved).  It was uplifting to hear the stories and realize how much impact TradeWinds has had on so many lives for so many years.

As Mr. Geer pointed out the concept of workshops for rehabilitation is not universally accepted in our country.  In parts of the country, workshops are being closed down.  Mr. Geer feels this is a big mistake because where they are being closed no alternative solution is being offered.  One argument made is that workshops are unfair competition because of their low wage rates.  Mr. Geer explained that this is an invalid argument because of the comparative skill level of a typical workshop worker. 

Mr. Geer’s presentation was another in a series of talks that help remind us of the “good works” being done by so many agencies and groups in our area.
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The bottom line for October 28- 31 Rotarians, 4 Actives/Attendance Excused, and 1 speaker – 36 total.

