


 ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH


November 2
 Dennis Rittenmeyer, President of Calumet College


November 9
 VFW Updates by Jim Lopaktiewicz


            November 16    Election 


November 23    Amy Rosen—Campagna Academy


November 30
  Red Cross by Tula

The Meeting-October 26, 2004

President Jeff presided and Jim Lopatkiewicz led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

We sang “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”, and Robert Dygert-Gearheart provided an appropriate invocation.  Guest AJ Cardenas won the drawing but not the grand prize.  There will be a board meeting following the regular meeting, November 2.  

Ruth Dodson announced that Mary Kaczka will be the team leader to India.  They are still looking for candidates (25-40 years of age) to make the trip.

Correction with my apologies, Dr. Bill Hehemann was recognized as a multiple Paul Harris Fellow.   
Jim Prisby announced our speaker, Allison Prisby and Baby William.  Allison shared 

her story of adoption through the Chicago agency called, National Adoption Center.

In general, she reminded us that orphans are not as well taken care of abroad as well as 

they are cared for here in the United States.  In addition to seeking a child from a country with similar roots, Allison and her husband chose to adopt from the Ukraine because it is a shorter process and allows you to only travel once to receive your child.  There is no pre-selection process in this country.  Once you arrive and finally meet with your contact person,

the couple is presented folders with a tiny photo and some background information.

Only 1 in 1,000 files is marked “Healthy Child.”   They were very lucky to have had the opportunity to not only adopt such a young toddler (14 months) but a healthy one as well.

No parental health records were available.

Specifically in the Ukraine, there are 20,000 children waiting to be adopted.  Ukrainians

have the first choice to adopt the babies, yet only 1,000 Ukrainians will adopt from this 

pool.  Beyond a child’s first birthday, people from outside the country are eligible to adopt. 

William became a U.S. citizen when his plane touched down in Chicago.  For now, he has dual citizenship, but at 18, he will have to decide.   He has adjusted well and definitely knows who he belongs to.  If not clinging to his mother, he was begging his grandpa to chase him through our meeting room.  Congratulations to the entire Prisby family!

Bottom Line for October 26—28 Rotarians, 2 Actives/Attendance Excused, 3 Guests: AJ Cardenas,

1 Speaker: Allison Prisby and her newly adopted son, “Will” Vladimir.      TOTAL attendance:  33

