
criticized what she called late filing. Pence repre-
sented one of the contractors in the criminal case.
How does the AG get tough in situations since the
office doesn’t have direct prosecutorial powers? Zo-
eller says the AG can only intervene when requested
by local county prosecutors, as in vote fraud cases in
Lake County. Pence urges that the AG has more au-
thority that could be used to combat criminal activity.
Why should we care who wins the AG position?
Pence says it is the 2nd most important state govern-
ment position and a leading voice for citizens. Zoel-
ler argues that Indiana citizens now know more about
the role of the AG because of the activity position the
current administration (of which he is a part) has
taken.
There was debate over some contracts for outsourced
legal services of the current AG – are they with
“cronies” or not. Zoeller says it is more efficient,
Pence charges they are unfairly awarded. In closing,
Pence argued that the AG is not doing all that is
needed; Zoeller argues that the office has given
needed attention to Lake County and has protected
citizens.
It was definitely interesting to listen to a live debate
with 2 bright, spirited contenders.

Thank you to Rick Schumacker for taking these
notes, and Jim McNabney for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

OCTOBER 21, 2008

We had a very special program as we hosted a debate
between Indiana’s candidates for State Attorney Gen-
eral – Greg Zoeller and Linda Pence. The room was
filled with Hammond Rotarians and other invited peo-
ple who showed up to hear the debate.
In the absence of President Judy Walker, Past Presi-
dent Jim Prisby began the meeting with “America the
Beautiful” led by Lisa Woodruff (we should have let
Lisa solo, since we were without piano accompani-
ment); Pledge of Allegiance led by Chuck Sanger; and
prayer by Bassam Abdallah. Jim also provided a very
good introductory to Rotary – stressing our work lo-
cally and internationally.
The debate was arranged by The Times. Executor
Editor Bill Nangle spoke, then introduced the Modera-
tor, Managing Editor Paul Mullaney. The format was
90 seconds each to answer a question, then 30 seconds
to rebut. Our candidates adhered to the deadlines bet-
ter than the Presidential candidates have done in their
debates.
Republican Greg Zoeller, from New Albany, is the
current assistant Attorney General, working under
Steve Carter who is retiring after 2 terms as AG. De-
mocrat Linda Pence is an Indianapolis criminal de-
fense attorney who has worked for the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and in private practice.
Questions included: Explain how your professional
experience qualifies you for the job. Zoeller is the
first candidate to have already served in the AG’s of-
fice; Pence has 34 years of varied legal experience.
Will you continue the RICO (civil racketeering) case
against East Chicago officials arising from the
“Sidewalks for Votes” criminal case? – Zoeller
pledges to, and explained why it was not filed earlier.
Pence says she will continue if it’s a “solid case” and

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
October 28 Lou Martinez, United Way
November 4 Classification Talks
Nevember 11 Larry Meyers, Pearl Harbor
November 18 David Milen, Pandemic Flu
November 25 Kieth Kirkpatrick, World Trade Networking

Rotary Attendance October 21, 2008

Bud Baker, Jim Blackwood, Jim Buchanan, Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, Nancy
Machnikowski, Rocharda M. Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Bill Robinson, Chuck Sanger,

Rick Schumacher, Lisa Wein, Tom White & Lisa Woodruff. Rotarian Guests: Keith Bruxvoort (Highland) & Mayor Jon Costas
(Valparaiso).

Guests of Rotarians: Anna Anton & Kathy Nuzzo (Machnikowski) Other Guests: Karen Janaiga, Owanna Miller, Phil Venecz &
Mayor Tom McDermott (City of Hammond); State Senator Earline Rogers, Tim Sanders (RDA) Mike Pence (Brother of Linda

Pence) & Bill Hanna. Speakers: Linda Pence and Greg Zoeller (Attorney General Candidates).

Total Attendance 19




