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President Hans presided.  Lisa Woodruff led us in “America the Beautiful;” Clyde Rector led the Pledge; Bill Robinson provided the invocation.

50/50

Jeff Oesterle won the $10 draw, but not the big money Joker.

Thank you Michelle!

Thanks to Michelle Golden for her work on the Club Literacy project with the Hammond Public Library.  Be looking for further details on this program to aid pre-readers.

Friends of Rotary

Chuck Sanger has started a search for names and email addresses for “Friends of Rotary”.

Group Study Exchange

Mary K is working with the Group Study Exchange to find an outbound team.

Speaker

Our speaker was Dennis Hodges from the Indiana High Speed Rail Association.  Dennis has had a varied career with a number of local entities.  He pointed out that over 100 years ago Indianapolis was the center of an extensive interurban rail system.  We still have the system of rails and stations in many places, but Indiana hasn’t kept pace with development in the rest of the Midwest states.

Dennis described the substantial economic benefits that would accrue from investment in a high-speed rail system.  It would compare to the TGV system in France, which has produced an economic transformation over the last 25 years.  Trains whisk people at 110-125 mph between cities.  It is projected the nine Midwest states could support 3,000 miles of routes, between airports, cities, commuter lines, etc.  

It is estimated the economic benefits would top $300 million per year for Indiana.  Trains travel up to 150 mph in the Northeast U.S. now and would achieve about 110 mph in the Midwest.  Existing freight rail lines would be upgraded to handle the new fast, quiet trains. Chicago to St. Louis service at 120 mph is projected for 2007, so get on board!


The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events





October 17	Dennis Hodges, High Speed Rail


October 24	Tom Dabertin, Magnet School


October 31	Richard Morrisroe, EC City Planner


November 7	Peg Evans, Rotary Literacy Project


November 14	Sheree Richardson, Hammond Clinic Audiologist





Meeting Notes from 


OCTOBER 17, 2006











Rotary Attendance for October 17, 2006


Actives: 23; Attendance Excused: 3; Guests of Rotarians: Tom Grysbek (Cal Bellamy), Julie Lavin (Mark Goldsmith), Dennis Hodges (speaker) 3; Total 29











