Rotary Vocational Service Month

Upcoming Schedule



Oct 21
 Becky Mateja on Wellness

The Meeting-October 14, 2003

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance, the singing of “America the Beautiful” and a prayer. 

Mark Goldsmith announced that there was $347 in the jackpot and that $3,862 has been donated to the Rotary Foundation.  Jim Etter won the drawing but not the big prize.

Jeff Oesterle introduced his wife and two daughters who in turn reminded the group about the Girl Scout Cookie sale.

President Brennan called attention to the nominating forms for the Robert V. Heinze Vocational Service Award at the tables.  If you have a nominee, submit the form to Cal Bellamy.

Jim Oesterle discussed the upcoming Group Study Exchange to the Philippines.  If you are 25-40 years of age and available to be gone for four weeks in late February and early March, you are a potential candidate. 

 Lisa Wein discussed a joint Haven House and Hammond PD event upcoming on Friday 10/24 at the Jean Shepard Community Center at 3031 Mahoney Drive in Hammond.  It is a chili dinner from 5:30 to 7 PM followed by play about domestic violence from 7:30 to 8:45 PM and then a panel discussion. 

Jim Oesterle introduced our speaker and his friend, Joe VanBokkelen, the U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Indiana.

Mr. VanBokkelen said that he wanted to discuss the U.S. PATRIOT ACT as passed on 10/26/01 in the wake of the 9/11/01 attack.  The first thing to know is that U.S. PATRIOT Act is an acronym standing for “Uniting and Strengthening America by Providing Appropriate Tools Required to Intercept and Obstruct Terrorism”.

Mr. VanBokkelen emphasized that the act removed restrictions put in place by the 1978 Electronic Surveillance Act.  That Act had made intra and interdepartmental cooperation in terror investigations very difficult.  Mr. VanBokkelen acknowledged that the 1978 act was prompted by many examples of inappropriate governmental behavior.  However, he stated his belief that the nature of the present day threat and the personal freedom safeguards incorporated in the U.S.PATRIOT ACT make it an appropriate response for the threat and times.

----------------------

Make life easier. Receive your TRANSMISSION via e-mail. Let Dave Runnells know at drunnells@videotecsecurity.com and it is as good as done.

The bottom line for October 14-  27 Rotarians, 3 Actives/Attendance Excused, 3 guests, and 1 speaker and 1 assistant to speaker- 35 total.

