ROTARY VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH

Upcoming schedule



October 19       Nominations for Officers and Directors


October 28       Adopting in the Ukraine—Allison Prisby


October 29/30  District Conference/ Merrillville Radisson

The Meeting-October 12, 2004

President Jeff presided, we sang “America the Beautiful” (much improved with the singing of Judith Walker), and Bill Robinson provided an appropriate invocation.

We welcomed Jeff’s guests, Terry, Catherine and Lauren Oesterle, the Girl Scout cookie team.  Orders are welcomed, including some for benefit of local groups.

Visiting Rotarian Tom Kuhn from Schererville was welcomed.  Nabil Ibrahim is recuperating at home after hospitalization.

Remember the District Conference at the Radisson, Merrillville, Oct. 29-30.  Reservations are still available.

VP Hans reminds us that speakers are needed for many dates starting in January – we’re in pretty good shape until then.

Extractor Bruce teased us with a “new source” for questions but then resorted to many of the usual Rotarian questions.  But at least Steve Watson saved the day with some baseball knowledge.

Thanks to Michelle Golden for creating an original artwork to present to the Hammond Achievement Award winner on October 8.  The dinner was a success although attendance was light.

Our speaker was Fred DeHaan, Acting Vice Chancellor for Advancement at Purdue Calumet.  Fred discussed the change in “Social Capital” over the last generation, as people spend more time on jobs, commuting, and solo activities, rather than group and philanthropic activities.  This has created a stress on our communities because there is less energy devoted to assisting those who need help. Studies demonstrate that communities with higher social capital are likely to have lower crime rates, higher education levels and better health.  One of the goals articulated by PUC is to assist Northwest Indiana in improving its social capital.  There are about 27,000 PUC grads now, and 75% live within a 35 mile radius of the school – a much higher percentage than for typical universities.  The addition of the new 376 person University Village student housing unit will add to cohesiveness of the campus. As pointed out by Bill Robinson, PUC is proud of the impact it has on low income students who would otherwise not be able to attend a high quality university.  Studies show that the average college grad will earn $600,000 to $1,000,000 more over her lifetime than a high school grad.  Scholarships are very important to enabling many students to attend.  Also, significant grants from the Lilly Endowment have greatly aided Indiana universities to combat “brain drain.”  Fred, a member of Munster Rotary, said that Rotarians are particularly likely to sustain high levels of civic participation, compared to members of other service clubs.  Responsive to a question, Chancellor Howard Cohen assured us that graduate level education in the U.S. still continues to be the envy of the world, and the U.S. higher education system in general is best in the world.  Thanks to Howard and Fred for a very informative program on a vital subject!  

Botom Line for October 12—26 Rotarians, 2 Actives/Attendace Excused, Visiting Rotarian:  Tom Kuhn (Scherereville club), Speaker, Asst. Chancellor, Fred De Haan and Lauren,, Catherine and Teri Oesterle—Total attendance: 33

