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50/50

Julie Lavin won the drawing and chose a three of hearts.  There was $100 in the pot.

Group Study Exchange

Mary reported that the team traveling to Argentina consists of two men and two women. They were chosen from a pool of 11 applicants.  The team leader is from the Schererville Club.

Water Project

Bud Baker had the basket at the door to collect donations for water packets. 

Speaker

Michelle Golden introduced our speakers today.  Director Peg Evans brought Jackie Ruman, head of youth services, from the Hammond Library here to discuss a literacy project our Rotary Club might support.  

Peg Evans began by giving an overview of the Library.  The Library has served our community since 1903, but she hasn’t been there that long. She said 189 people a day use the computers at the Library.  The Suzanne G. Long Local History Room is open and recently received old Woodmar Records for its collection. The second Tuesday of the month is Open Mic Night.  Feel free to come read poetry, sing or play your musical instrument.

Jackie Ruman shared statistics with us on why reading to children is so important. At three months old, children have half of the brain

synapses adults have. At 10 years old, children have established all the synapses for life.  Synapses go away if you don’t use them.  Reading is so important because it develops these synapses in the brain.

Reading is an accrued skill. When you read to children they learn what letters look like, that letters form words, and words make sentences and sentences tell stories. 

Rare words are words above and beyond the 5,000 words you use in normal conversation. Books are rich with rare words, and by reading to children you can teach them a larger vocabulary than you would by just speaking to them.  TV doesn’t even have as many rare words as books.

The Library would like to have a lap-sit program. This is a program for small children who are not walking yet.  A child 5-6 months old and up to a year old, with their parent, would participate.  Jackie would like to fill bags with thick cardboard books and a toy.  They will show parents how to interact with their children to plant good seeds about reading.

There will be eight children per session.  The sessions would be one time per week. The Librarians will pick the material and put the bags together. They will need about 240 bags at the main branch.  After testing the program, plans are to expand it to all the branches.

Right now the program needs funding.  It will take $1,000 to get it going.  Our board will discuss ways to fund this program at the next Hammond Rotary board meeting. 

  
The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events





November 7	Peg Evans, Rotary Literacy Project


November 14	Sheree Richardson, Hammond Clinic Audiologist


November 21	Bobbi Costa, Haven House


November 28	Dr. Watkins, School Superintendent
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Rotary Attendance for November 7, 2006


Actives: 24; Attendance Excused: 5; Visiting Rotarians: 1; Guest of Rotarians: Julie Lavin (Mark Goldsmith), Chandler Cardenas (Michelle Golden) 2; Speakers: 2; Total 34











