
marriage licenses, some famous Americans have received
licenses in Crown Point, including Ronald Reagan and
Muhammad Ali.

The Present: The court house has been used for Postal
Rally’s St Jude House National Day of Prayer, Gospel and
Pumpkin Fest, and has hosted many weddings and
receptions in the ballroom. The court house is also home to
a pet boutique, a flower shop, clothing stores, and other
businesses, as well as, the Lake County Historical Museum,
Crown Point Chamber of Commerce, and the Foundation
Office. The courthouse has hosted the play “Inherit the
Wind,” performed by the Crown Point Theater group. The
purpose of the Foundation is to maintain the court house and
all remodeling must be in line with existing architecture.
The Future: The Foundation is currently fundraising for
needed repairs. Unlike the 1970’s, when 500 people wrote
checks for $1,000, the Foundation is offering wristbands to
the general public for a $2.00 donation .

Because Jeff has made a donation in the name of Hammond
Rotary to the Lake County Court House Foundation, we all
received a beautiful postcard and a wristband. If you would
like to contribute to the fund raiser, please be sure to contact
Jeff. There is a matching funds gift deadline of June 30th,
2012

Thank you to Linda Fullilove for the Transmission notes,
and Chuck Sanger for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From
November 29, 2011

We opened our meeting with God Bless America, the pledge
lead by Andy Brennan, a prayer by Bill Robinson, and the 4-
Way Test lead by Jim Buchanan. Happiness was shared by
Rotarians Hans Enderlin, Stephanie Madison, and Bill
Robinson. We were honored to have Judge Jim Richards as
our guests.

Extractions this week were conducted by Stephanie Madison.
The questions included information about Gary Native Doris
(Dorie) Miller, as well as, Sir Winston Churchill. Chuck
Pintar announced that we are to bring gifts (wrapped or
unwrapped) to give to Haven House at our Christmas
luncheon on December 20th. Rotarian Basaam Abdullah also
asked us for new or gently used coats for the needy. Our
raffle winner (and our speaker), Rotarian Jeff Oesterle,
answered what EREY stands for (Every Rotarian Every
Year). Although he didn’t pull the joker, he donated his $10
winnings to the water fund.

Jeff is a Hammond resident , a graduate of Culver Military
Academy and North Central University, Vice President of the
Lake County Court House foundation, and a board member
of several organizations including: the Park Foundation ,
LAUW (20 year member) and North Central University. He
is past president of the YMCA and was the 1995 North
Central University Alumni of the year. His named engraved
on the rotunda of the court house in Crown Point.

He shared with his the past, present and future of the Lake
County Court House in Crown Point. The Past: Saul
Robinson, a former Asst Secretary of the Interior, and his
wife opened the first court house and post office although the
land was not officially opened for sale by the federal
government. The court house was built in 1839; then the
county seat was moved to Liverpool in 1840 and returned to
Crown Point in 1841. Crown Point was incorporated in 1868,
built a new court house in 1878-80 using 5,000 bricks
(supplied by Civil War veteran Mr. Earl) at a cost of $52,000.
Additions were made in 1908, 1909, and 1928. Finally, the
location was a precursor to Indy 500 with a race won by
Louis Chevrolet. Because of the “no wait” policy on

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

December 6 Pearl Harbor Luncheon, Larry Meyers
December 13 Club Assembly, Jim McNabney
December 20 Christmas Party, Chuck Pintar
December 27 No Meeting
January 3 ADHD, Dan Reynolds

Rotary Attendance November 29, 2011

Bassam Abdallah, Andy Brennan, Jim Buchanan, Hans Enderlin, Linda Fullilove, Michelle Golden,
Mary Kaczka, Nick Loxas, Nancy Machnikowski, Stephanie Madison, Chuck Marlowe, Dave Mays, Jim
McNabney, Rocharda Moore-Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Casey Ostrowski, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Mike

Repay, Bill Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker, Guest: Judge Richards

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 24




