
or imports other than shopping at Walmart. For a very long time the
USA was a very self sufficient and made nearly everything that it
needed, that is no longer true. Local businesses other than distribu-
tors are now acquiring the expertise in international trade.

Pete also observed that there is Resistance by the public to embrace
other cultures and the diversity they bring to the world econ-
omy. Americans seem to resist learning other languages and cus-
toms. They want people from other countries to adapt American
names rather than for us to learn the real name of each individ-
ual. There is a tremendous amount of cultural overlap worldwide the
problem is the language barrier, and our unwillingness to learn about
others.

When Pete has spoken to student groups, American students tend not
to know a great deal about other cultures, or have much desire to
learn about them. In contrast people from overseas know lots about
the USA and are eager to learn more, our lack of interest in puzzles
them. USA cultural exports color what the rest of the world thinks
of us. Action movies and movies in general paint a picture that is far
from realty, but influence how the USA is perceived around the
world.

Pete was in Hanju China with his daughter. They were taking a tour
given by two college freshman. They thought that because Pete's
daughter was tall and had long hair that she must be a supermodel.

Bassam Abdellah told a story about coming to America and being
told at the seminary that if he wanted to be a success here he needed
to loose the accent and change his name to an American one.

Thank you to Jeff Oesterle for providing the meeting notes, and Jim
McNabney for the attendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

NOVEMBER 25, 2008

The meeting was called to order by Club President Judith Walker. Lisa
Woodruff lead us in singing America the Beautiful.
Linda Randolph lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
We sang a Thanksgiving prayer and recited the Rotary Four Way
Test.

There were no visitors or guests.

Nancy Machnikowski shared a large number of thank you letters from
students that received dictionaries with the help of Hammond Ro-
tary. Nancy also indicated that more thank you letters were on the
way from other classes.

Members were given a final chance to sign up for the Pearl Harbor
Day Luncheon on December 2Nd, 2008 at Dynasty Banquets on Calu-
met Avenue in Hammond. The program begins at 11:30AM Sharp.

Judith Walker announced that our club will have a festive holiday
luncheon and club Assembly on December 16Th. There will be musi-
cal entertainment featuring the Hoosier Grandpas. Judith reminded
the membership that December 16Th is also the last day of the drive
for the Haven House Wish List. Members are urged to bring an item
from wish list handout that has been distributed at recent meetings or
else you can also make a monetary donation. All donations to Haven
House are tax deductible to extent allowable by law.

There were two people fined for not wearing their Rotary Pins by Bas-
sam Abdellah and Lisa Woodruff. Bassam and Lisa then extracted
fines from members because they did not know the answers of ques-
tions about a TV special cartoon "Charlie Brown Thanksgiving."

Nancy Machnikowski had a happy buck because she had done very
well in the Ohio State Ballroom Dancing Competition. She had 10
callbacks and made the finals in two categories.

Bill Robinson had a happy buck because his youngest daughter be-
came a certified scuba diver before telling her parents she planned to
learn how to scuba dive. Bill was happy to be kept in the dark.

The split the pot raffle was won by Bill Robinson with #8139, he drew
the King of Hearts. Bill gave his $10 winnings to the Kenyan Clean
Water Fund.

Our speaker was Pete Kirkpatrick from the NW Indiana World Trade
Council. Pete started out by observing that the residents of NW Indi-
ana just do not understand world trade. NW Indiana is part of a world
market but the local residents have had little experience with exports

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
December 2 Pearl Harbor Luncheon, Dynasty
December 9 Club Assembly
December 16 Holiday Luncheon
December 23 No Meeting
December 30 No Meeting

Rotary Attendance November 25, 2008

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Cal Bellamy, Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Jim Buchanan, Hans Enderlin,
Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby,

Nancy Machnikowski, Terry McCullough, Jim McNabney, Rocharda M. Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Linda Randolph, Bill
Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Harry Smiddy, Judith Walker, Lisa Woodruff. Speaker: Keith Kirkpatrick.

Total Attendance: 24

BRING A GUEST TO ROTARY! ASK THEM TO JOIN A GREAT & HELPFUL CLUB!




