


 ROTARY FOUNDATION MONTH


November 9
 VFW Updates by Jim Lopaktiewicz


            November 16    Election 


November 23    Amy Rosen—Campagna Academy


November 30
  Red Cross by Tula Gogolak

The Meeting-November 2, 2004

President Jeff presided, and Jim Lopatkiewicz led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

We sang “God Bless America”, and Bruce Lindner led the prayer.  Rick Schumacher 

won the drawing but not the grand prize.   

Apologies to Mary for accidentally typing “Mark” Kaczka.

Keep the 100th Anniversary of Rotary in mind and plan on attending the Chciago convention in June 2005.  There will never be a more convenient time to attend with the location so close to us.  Discussion was made concerning hosting other Rotarians during the convention week.

Ruth Dodson announced our speaker, Dennis Rittenmeyer, President of Calumet College of Saint Joseph.  In addition to his duties at the CCSJ, Dr. Rittenmeyer serves as the president of the Lake County Regional Transportation Authority.  His comments detailed the proposed commuter rail from the current South Shore Railway tracks, which runs along the old Monon Rail line through Hammond and Munster near 45th Avenue; the line would branch off and head in two directions, one headed east toward Valparaiso and the other south toward Lowell.  The project is expected to cost approximately $340 million when you do the math.  He stated that the best way to move economic development forward is to get this commuter rail built.  

The most immediate step is to fund the federal studies that will prove the economic need for a rail line.  Congressman Visclosky has solicited funds from communities that border the rail line.  Lake County will pay the most--$300,000 for the study as Porter County will pay $77,000.  Both studies would not be completed until after 2006.  The ball is now in Visclosky’s court for federal monies as the local officials have met their commitment.

There have been attempts for four years to get Lake County to pass a 1% Food and Beverage

Tax to fund transportation.  This is a non-regressive tax.   This project would in time improve air quality and overall quality of life.  Questions were raised about how this new rail would affect North Lake County, specifically, East Chicago and Hammond which already have stops on the South Shore. Very little response was given—other than the Quality of Life Council and the Interfaith Citizens Organization have discussed it and are concerned.

Bottom Line for November 2—31 Rotarians, 4 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 Guest: Jake Lloyd,

Guest of Bruce Linder and Dennis Rittenmeyer, Program       TOTAL :  37 

