
dren. “Think of each fireman who was running up the stairs of the
World Trade Center when it collapsed.” These are real heroes.
Ben summed it up by saying that “life lived to help others is the only
one that really matters.” It was his duty, in return for the lavish life
God gave him, “ to help others He has placed in my path. This is my
highest and best use as a human.” (Jim said he detected a lot of Ser-
vice Above Self” here.)
Jim mentioned that while stationed in Germany he had personally
seen WWII film and saw first hand the mountains of bones, dentures,
hair, baby shoes from of six million human beings exterminated by a
ruthless tyrant. He said that if you hear anyone say there wasn’t a
holocaust, just ask him about it.
Jim said that the American soldier is of a different breed. He respects
life and gives his life for the betterment of mankind. Our country has
never fought a declared war unless we believed it was just –and was
voted on by our civilian representatives. And our service men and
women answer every call to prevent tyranny from conquering this
planet –always buoyed up in knowing that our cause is just.
After mentioning a small country band of veterans that Jim heard
playing in a small town called Wallace, Indiana, Jim read the words
of one of them, Tony Schuman, who had written some thoughts while
living all night in a Korean foxhole waiting for a big battle in the
morning. Two of his last sentences are “ I think of all the people
who enjoy freedom each and every day, every year, because of sol-
diers like me –the ones who are living ..and the ones who aren’t
here. Tomorrow I will fight for my country and peace for all. My life
is my God, my country and freedom, freedom for all.”
We then sang two selected verses of “America, the Beautiful.” The
first phrase sung was “O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating
strife, who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than
life.”

THANK YOU VETERANS!

Thank you to Jim McNabney for providing the meeting notes, the
attendance figures, and his wonderful talk.

Meeting Notes From

The meeting opened with “My Country ‘tis of Thee,” the 4-Way Test
and prayer by Bill Robinson. Extractions were conducted by Rev.
Abdallah (Questions by Lisa Woodruff.).

After lunch Judy Walker introduced Jim McNabney who gave a trib-
ute to veterans:
He first asked all veterans to introduce themselves and tell when they
served and in what branch of the military.

Jim mentioned that we are fortunate to live in America –that we
haven’t had the strife and upheaval of other countries; that we have
principles worth defending. He said that our Declaration of Independ-
ence and our Constitution have lasted over 11 score and 13 years –the
longest lasting democracy in world history.

Jim went on to say that these two documents have popped up
throughout history all over the world as the basis for some of the great-
est epochs in history: Abe Lincoln used them to justify the country’s
true position regarding slavery in his Cooper Union speech and in the
Gettysburg address. Martin Luther King used them as the basis of his
Civil Rights movement –even Ho Chi Minh used our Declaration of
Independence as a model when he declared independence for Indo
China.

Jim said that our founding fathers wanted us to be a brotherhood that
treated each other as equals, like members of the same family. He said
our nation respects everyone’s life, even the lives of prisoners of war.
He said that George Washington respected the lives of prisoners –
regardless how our own prisoners were treated. And we have treated
them humanely ever since. Our soldiers are truly of a different breed.

Then Jim read the last “Monday Night at Morton’s” column written
by entertainer, philosopher and writer, Ben Stein. Ben gave up writing
this column because he didn’t feel right writing about wealthy movie
stars when there are so many other more deserving people –especially
people in the military. Ben’s last column was titled:

“How Can Someone Who Lives in Insane Luxury Be a Star in To-
day’s World?”
Ben wrote, “A real star is the soldier of the 4th Infantry Division who
poked his head into a hole near Tikrit, Iraq. He could have been met
by a bomb or a hail of AK-47 bullets. Instead, he faced an abject Sad-
dam Hussein and the gratitude of all decent people in the world. A real
star is the U. S. soldier who was sent to disarm a bomb next to a road
north of Baghdad. He approached it, and the bomb went off and killed
him.” Ben also mentioned a soldier who dived on a grenade to save the
life of a little girl in Baghdad. He gave other examples of soldiers on
guard all over the world, including those in submarines near the Arctic
Circle. “We grace our magazines with stars who make $100 million
dollars a year, but our soldiers are anonymous as they live and die.”
Ben mentioned other types of stars in the American firmament: police-
men and women, orderlies, paramedics, teachers, nurses--and others
who work in emergency rooms, hospices and schools for autistic chil-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November 17 Classification Talk, Tom Donovan
November 24
December 1
December 8 Club Assembly
December 15 Holiday Luncheon

Rotary Attendance November 10, 2009
Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Jim Buchanan, Tom Donovan, Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mark

Goldsmith, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Chuck Pintar,
Bill Robinson, Chuck Sanger, Harry Smiddy, Judy Walker, Tom White, and Lisa Wein.

Guests: Bob Goldsmith (Mark Goldsmith) & Andrew Karns (Ted Karns).
Make-Ups: Clyde Rector

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 20




