
day. She urged the graduates to be prepared
academically, be flexible with back up plans,
and have perseverance. She also told them to
remember their community – it is here for them
to help support them.

The program continued with remarks by Dr.
Watkins, then a few remarks by Dr. Barbara
O’Block, Supt. of the Gary Diocese. We then
proceeded to introduction of the various high
school principals who proudly introduced their
students and told a little about each of them.
Many are recipients of extensive scholarships
which will pay for all or most of their college.
We also recognized by applause the many par-
ents and proud family members who were pre-
sent.

It was, as always, a great program that
Hammond Rotary is proud to sponsor. Looking
at the leaders of tomorrow helps balance some
of the bad news we hear all the time – there is
hope for the future!

Thank you to Rick Schumacher for taking these
notes.

Rotary Attendance for May 6, 2008
21 Members

49 “Top Ten” Students

36 Parents, Teachers & Distinguished Guests

Total Attendance: 106
* 7 members also attended the GSE Dinner in the evening

Meeting Notes From

MAY 6, 2008

We hosted one of our hallmark programs – the
annual Honor Scholars Luncheon. Each year we
are privileged to host the top 10 students from
each of the four Hammond public high schools
and from Bishop Noll Institute. It is always great
to see these talented and high performing youth
and learn about their dreams and aspirations for
the future.

President Duane presided (taking time out on
Election Day, no less), the Pledge of Allegiance
was led by Hammond Schools Superintendent
Dr. Jerry Watkins, and our own Dr. Bill Robin-
son provided the invocation.

Following lunch, Nancy Machnikowski served as
MC for the program. The guest speaker was Ms.
Carrie Hutton, a math teacher at Hammond HS
and a 1999 graduate of HHS. Ms. Hutton de-
scribed her progression through HHS, then to
Purdue West Lafayette in actuarial sciences, then
a first job in the actuary field that wasn’t really
what she envisioned. So she returned to school
to become an educator, and received her teaching
certification at Calumet College. Today she
teaches math, and is working on her masters in
math at Purdue. Carrie is the 4th generation of
Huttons at Hammond High, her great-great-
grandfather designed the school way back when.
She spoke of her affection and respect for the
city. She started women’s soccer at HHS and
has helped the team build to a successful one to-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 13 Youth Philanthropy Council, Nancy Johnson
May 20 Gary International Airport, Gayle Van Sessen
May 27 Hurricanes v Tornados, Jim Buchanon
June 3 Lincoln in Leadership, Richard Mourdoch
June 10 Rotary Strategic Plan, Judith Walker




