
5.  Do not be full of your self. 
 
Wes then shared a personal example about item number 
5.  He had written an editorial that won first place in a 
Missouri College Journalism competition.  He next 
turned the same article as an English assignment, he got a 
C+.   The lesson was simple, just because you won first 
place it did mean the work was that good, just better than 
the rest of the entries. 
Dr. Walter Watkins the Superintendent of the Hammond 
Public Schools made a few brief remarks.  He urged the 
students strive to be the best and do not stop here.  He 
also concurred with Wes Lukoshus's advice to be best 
you can. 
 
The honor graduates from each public high school and 
Bishop Noll Institute were then asked to the front of the 
room for recognition and to receive a Certificate of 
Recognition from Indiana State Representative Linda 
Lawson (that was handed out by Dee Jones). 
 
President Judith then urged the student present to 
investigate the available Rotary Scholarships offered 
world wide for graduate work after college. 
 
There being no further business the luncheon was 
dismissed. 
 
Thank you to Jeff Oesterle for providing the meeting 
notes,  and Jim McNabney for the attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
May 4, 2010 

 
 
President Judith Walker gave the opening welcome. 
 
Bassam Abdallah offered the invocation. 
 
Lunch was served. 
 
Nancy Machnikowski introduced guests that were present. 
 
Mrs. Teresa Mayerik Director of Secondary Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Student Services for the Hammond Public 
Schools introduced the speaker, Mr. Wes Lukoshus the 
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Advancement University 
Relations at Purdue University Calumet.  Wes is a 1970 
graduate of Morton High School  in Hammond, and a 
1974 graduate of Culver-Stockton-College in Canton 
Missouri.  In case Bassam ever has a geography quiz 
about the Mississippi River, Canton Missouri is the 
furthest western point of the Mississippi on its way to the 
gulf of Mexico. 
 
Wes had a teacher at Morton named Mr. Hotson that 
sparked a great interest in history and current events.  Wes 
developed an interest in journalism at Culver-Stockton 
College 
There was no journalism major at CSC, but there were 
opportunities to work at the school newspaper and 
improve his writing skills.  Wes landed his first job at a 
newspaper in St. Joseph Missouri for $115.00 per 
week.  He had several different raises while at the paper. 
 
He next worked at the NW Indiana Times for seven years, 
before moving into the health care public relations field. 
Wes attended Purdue Calumet Graduate School and was 
hired by Dr. William Robinson (the famous Rotarian and 
Purdue Professor) into the P.R. Department at 
Purdue.  Wes made it clear that Dr. Robinson was a great 
influence to have and he valued it. 
 
Wes then gave 5 areas of advice. 
1.  Pursue your passion. 
2.  Keep you options open. 
3.  Your career is not about the money. 
4.  Be the best you can be. 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 11 Boy Scouts of America, Jim Lakeman 
May 18 Musicians w/o Borders, Michael Greenwald 
May 25 Old Lake County Courthouse, Jeff Oesterle 
June 1  Heinze Award, Bill Beatty 
June 8  Club Assembly 

Rotary Attendance May, 2010  
 

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Diane Arias,  Cal Bellamy,  Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mary Kaczka, 
Nancy Machnikowski, James McNabney, Rocharda Moore Morris, Jeff Oesterle,  Jim Prisby, William Robinson, 

Charles Sanger, Irma Torres-Cantu,  Judith Walker, Lisa Wein and Lisa Woodruff.  Make Ups: Clyde Rector.  
Visiting Guests: Stanford K. Hess. Speaker: Wes Lukoshus, Assistant Vice Chancellor, Purdue Calumet. Other 

Distinguished Guests: Dr. Walter Watkins, Superintendent of Hammond Public Schools; Dr. Barbara Block, 
Superintendent of Gary Diocese. Principals (or Assistant Principals): Colleen McCoy Cejka, Bishop Noll; Reid 

Amones, Clark; Steve Peterson, Gavit; Linda Fullilove, Hammond High; Justin Biggs, Morton. 
 
 HONOR STUDENTS AND GUESTS: 72  TOTAL ROTARY ATTENDANCE: 20  TOTAL ATTENDANCE:  92 




