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Honors Scholars’ Luncheon

We had an 11:30 early start time.  

Mayor McDermott Comments

The program began with special comments from Mayor McDermott.  Since it was Election Day, he urged anyone 18 and older to take five minutes to participate in the democratic process.  He also explained the city’s new College Scholarship program.  The goal of this program funded by casino money is to raise the number of homeowners in Hammond to 80% from 65%.  Another goal is to increase the number of students who go to college to match the National average at 25%.  Today’s Hammond’s number is 11%.  The Class of 2006 is special because they are the first class to qualify.

Lou Martinez Keynote Speaker

Nancy Machnikowski introduced Lou Martinez, Director of United Way and member of the RDA. He thanked the Rotary and congratulated the students.  He has twin daughters who are no 25 years old.  He remembers always asking them what their plans are.

Of the 80,000 students currently in all the grades 72% will graduate Of those, only 62% will go on to college.  So our student guests are among the elite.

A college degree will increase your income by $7000 to $10,000 over those who stop at the high school level.  There is clear value in education.

He told the students that they do not accomplish all of this on their own.  And they should remember to thank those who supported them through the years.

The RDA is working to link communities together through buses.  The RDA wants to increase public access to Lake Michigan and make it more attractive.  They want to see the airport be the economic engine it promises to be. If the RDA is successful, jobs will be here in NWI when the students return from college. 

He encouraged making good decisions by using a simple test.  Ask yourself, “Will my family be proud of my decision or embarrassed by it?”

Dr. Robin Payne

Dr. Payne represented Dr. Watkins who had a family emergency.  She is the director of secondary education. She congratulated the Legacy Foundation Scholarship recipients.  Of the eight students who received scholarships, three were from Hammond schools. Her advice is to enjoy the final 26 days.

Dr. Kim Pryzbylski

Dr. Pryzbylski is the superintendent of schools for the Diocese of Gary.  She told the students to realize they are influential.  You don’t always see when you are influencing people in a positive way.  But people are watching and being effective by what you say and do.

Awards

Each principal was asked to the podium to present awards to each of their top ten students. The schools represented were Bishop Noll Institute, Clark HS, Gavit HS, Hammond HS, and Morton HS.
The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events





May 9		Hammond Reads, Steve Watkins


May 16		Youth Philanthropy, Nancy Johnson


May 23		Book Update, Jim McNabney


May 30		TBD








Meeting Notes from 


MAY 2, 2006








Rotary Attendance for May 2, 2006


Reservations were made for 118 people.  


Fifty were the honored students, 16 city and school officials, 12 parents and Rotarians.








