
around pictures to illustrate the ferocity of the
storms.

Jim’s suggestions included not trying to wait out
the storm since you can’t save anything if it does
hit, having enough batteries and water to survive
for 3 or 4 days after the storm, and insuring with
highly-rated insurance companies to get prompt
service (and payment) immediately after the dev-
astation. The long-term effects of a hurricane can
also be overwhelming as over 200 units in his
complex are now for sale with only 6 sales so far
this year.

We received the following comment in a letter
from Joseph S. Van Bokkelen, United States Dis-
trict Judge:

“I want to again thank the membership of the
Hammond rotary for awarding to me the
Robert V. Heinze Vocational Service Award.
“I was very touched and honored by this recogni-
tion.” [signed Joseph S. Van Bokkelen]

Thank you to Jim Prisby for taking these notes.

Rotary Attendance for May 27, 2008
Mark Goldsmith, Jim Prisby, Jim Buchanan, Andy Brennan, Jeff Oesterle, Bill Robinson, Bassam Ab-

dallah, Jim McNabney, Hans Enderlin, Ted Karns, Christina Figueroa, James Blackwood, J Calaway,

Duane Dedelow, Barbara Homolka, Nancy Machnikowski and Lisa Wein. Guests: Corene Buchanan

(wife of our speaker, Jim), Judge James Richards and Cristina Aguilar (visitors).

Total Attendance: 20

Meeting Notes From

MAY 27, 2008

Nancy Machnikowski announced that Hammond
Reads is sponsoring a Book Fair at the Regional
Federal Credit Union on May 30-31. Jim Prisby
asked Rotarians to complete the signup sheet for
the Installation Dinner on June 24 at Dynasty.

Cristina Figueroa paid a happy buck to announce
the birth of her fifth grandchild, a boy.

The program on hurricanes and tornadoes was
presented by Past District Governor and Multiple
Paul Harris Fellow Jim Buchanan. Having experi-
enced back-to-back hurricanes at his winter home
in Fort Pierce, Florida, Jim recounted numerous
interesting stories about the devastation that can
occur. Although the destruction caused by a hur-
ricane can cover a much larger area than a tor-
nado, the threat to human life is nowhere near as
great since hurricanes are much more predictable.
While the worst destruction usually occurs within
a radius of 50 miles from the eye of a hurricane,
most of the damage occurs from the duration of
the 120 mph winds, sometimes for more than a
day. Major relocation of beach sand is another
major problem during a hurricane, often burying
most roads in the affected areas.

Jim’s home in Fort Pierce is one of 1,200 units
about 13 miles south of Vero Beach. Most units
suffered major water damage in addition to the
usual effects of the high winds. Jim’s construc-
tion expertise was tapped after the storms as he
oversaw the repair of 126 garages. Jim passed

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 3 Lincoln in Leadership, Richard Mourdoch
June 10 AT&T, George Fleetwood
June 17
June 24 Installation Dinner, Dynasty
July 1




