
gigantic swamps formed the Northern and Southern Boundaries of 
Lake County. 
The original court house was a log cabin replaced by a frame 
structure in 1849. 
 
Construction of the the historic building was begun in 1878 and 
completed in 1880.  It is over 10 stories tall and is considered as on 
of the finest expressions of architecture in Indiana.  Additions were 
added to the original structure in 1909 and 1928 respectively. 
 
The building was added to the National Historic Register in 1973 
just before the county abandoned the building in 1974 and moved to 
2293 North Main Street the current county complex. 
Since 1976 over $2,000,000.00 has been raised and spent 
rehabilitating and maintaining the structure.  There has been a 
similar amount given in donated time and materials  as well.   The 
foundation is currently dealing with a major structural failure in the 
10 story middle and main tower.  To date this month over 500 bricks 
have been removed and replaced on the exterior of the tenth floor, 
one at a time.  The foundation is in the process of kicking off a 
$2,000,000.00 capital fund drive for current repairs and endowment. 
 
The building is open to the public, with retail stores on the first 
floor, offices, a museum and rotunda on the second floor, and the 
Crown Point City Court and offices on the third floor. 
 
The East Steps of the Court House has been the site of many 
speeches and presentations the last 130 years.  William Jennings 
Bryant gave an historic speech while running for president in 
1896.  Louis Chevrolet was presented the Kobe Cup by the Chicago 
Motor Club in 1909.  The name and location of the Chicago Motor 
Club event was later changed the Indianapolis 500 in Indianapolis 
Indiana. 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned.  
 
Thank you to Jeff Oesterle for providing the meeting notes,  and Jim 
McNabney for the attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
May 25, 2010 

 
 
President Judith Walker opened the meeting. 
 
We sang  America the Beautiful, Jim Buchanon lead the Pledge of 
Allegiance and Bill Robinson offered a prayer. 
 
President Judith welcomed back members Mark McLaughlin and Jim 
Buchanon after their absences. 
 
There were no guests or visiting Rotarians. 
 
President Judith read a proclamation by Governor Mitch Daniels 
recognizing that there are 137 Rotary Clubs in three districts in 
Indiana and that October 2Nd, 2010 will be Rotary Service Day. 
It was noted that the average donation to the Rotary Foundation this 
Rotary year by our club is $57.  The national goal is $100.00 per 
member  average.  The current Rotary year ends June 30Th, 2010. 
 
Bassam extracted money by asking about the noted criminal John 
Dillinger. 
 
Jim McNabney had a happy buck because he was named a Kentucky 
Colonel by the Governor of Kentucky because the governor liked his 
book. 
 
Jim Prisby had a happy buck because he just found out that he will be 
a grandfather again!! 
 
We sang Happy Birthday to Jim Prisby and Jim Buchanon. 
 
Hans Enderline had the lucky number #126 and knew that Rotary 
International had had a goal since the 1950's to eradicate polio.  Hans 
drew the 3 of clubs in the big drawing. 
 
Jim McNabney informed or in some cases reminded the club that 
President Judith Walker has been named Rotary International World 
Choir Director, and as such will be attending the international 
convention.  Jim moved that our club name Judith as our delegate so 
that she can vote instead of our club submitting a proxy. 
 
The program was about the Old Lake County Cort House owned by 
Lake Court House Foundation given by Jeff Oesterle. 
The founder of Crown Point Solon Robinson (no relation to Dr. 
William Robinson the Hammond Rotarian) founded Crown Point in 
1835 over a decade before the federal government began selling land 
in Lake County.  He was a former assistant secretary of the interior 
and new that that Washington paid little or no attention to 
squatters.  He convinced the county to move the county seat to Crown 
Point from Liverpool and donated what is now the Court House 
Square for the site of a new court house in 1840.  He retained 
ownership of the land surrounding the court house.  The name Crown 
Point was a marketing decision to draw attention to the fact that two 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it  the TRUTH? 
Is it  FAIR  to all concerned? 
Will  it  build GOODWILL  and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will  it  be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned? 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
June 1  Heinze Award, Bill Beatty 
June 8  Club Assembly 
June 15 Edgewater Systems, Renae Tomczak 
June 22 Department of Energy, Liberty Pelter 
June 29 Installation Lunch, PUC at noon 

Rotary  Attendance  May 25, 2010  
 

Bassam  Abdallah,  Bud  Baker,  Jim  Buchanan,  Tom Donovan,  Hans Enderlin,  Michelle  Golden,  
Mark  Goldsmith,   Nancy  Machnikowski,  Jeff  Oesterle,  Jim  Prisby,  Linda  Randolph,  William  

Robinson,  Charles  Sanger,  Irma Torres -Cantu,   Judith  Walker,  Lisa  Wein,  Tom White  and Lisa  
Woodruff.  MAKE-UPS: Clyde  Rector.  SPEAKER:  Jeff  Oesterle.   

                                                                
 TOTAL ATTENDANCE:   22 




