
John’s son, Nick, spoke about the good family times of 
working in the family businesses.  Children had the chance 
to try other vocations, but were drawn to the Loxas 
enterprises.  Nick expressed his pride in his father. 
 
Lakeshore Chamber Exec Director Dave Ryan presented 
the Key to the City on behalf of Mayor Tom McDermott 
Jr.  Ryan told about the superior entrepreneurship of John 
Loxas, in buying and turning around businesses. It’s due 
to hard work and dedication, not a Midas touch.   
 
President Chuck and Cal presented John with the Heinze 
Award, personally designed by Michelle Golden.  John 
then spoke briefly, telling us, like House Majority Leader 
John Boehner, he might cry during his remarks.  John said 
the award would not have come without the support of his 
family, many of whom were present.  He is justly proud of 
them.  He mentioned asking an employee of the 
supermarket to come to the award presentation, but was 
turned down because the employee had “too much work to 
get done.”  That kind of loyalty and support from your 
staff speaks volumes about the kind of boss that John is.  
Hammond Rotary was fortunate to be able to recognize 
John Loxas, a “self-made man who has served his 
community by bringing new life to an older part of 
Hammond.”   
 
Thank you to Rich Schumacher for the meeting notes and 
to Lisa Woodruff for the attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
May 24, 2011 

 
 
 
Hammond Rotary honored a “truly inspiring individual” in 
awarding the Robert Heinze Award to John Loxas.  With 
many guests present, we were proud to recognize a 
Hammond resident (and former Rotarian) who epitomizes 
the American dream. 
 
Our own Cal Bellamy served as MC, noting that John came 
from Greece with nothing except the desire to succeed.  
The program opened with a tribute from U.S. Rep. Peter 
Visclosky, given by his chief of staff Mark Lopez.  Lopez 
noted the inclusion of laudatory comments in the 
Congressional Record, and added Visclosky’s praises of 
Loxas and of Hammond Rotary for sponsoring the award. 
 
President Chuck Sanger introduced Rev. Bassam 
Abadallah, who provided an appropriate invocation. 
 
After lunch, Cal described Robert Heinze, our longtime 
member who had 43 years of perfect attendance as well as 
patents in the oil industry.   
 
Cal quoted John Loxas’ philosophy – “if something’s worth 
doing, it better be done right.”  John has obviously done 
right, since he came from Greece at the age of 20, settled in 
Hammond, then went about creating numerous 
“turnaround” opportunities in businesses.  John had a 12-
day journey by boat, then a train from New York to 
Chicago, where an uncle he had never met picked him up. 
John started at Republic Steel until being laid off, then 
volunteered at a grocery store, then learned enough to buy a 
grocery in 1958. From there followed J&M (for John and 
wife Margaret, married 49 years), which became Reliable 
Supermarket on Hammond’s north side.  In 1985 he opened 
Olympia Lanes bowling center, followed by Dynasty 
Banquets in 1993.  Along the way he acquired and 
renovated what are now the Ramada Inn and Johnel 
Restaurant. 
 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 31 Purdue Motor Sports, Travis Fischback 
June 7  Kenwood School, Marybeth Nichalou 
June 14 The Pork Industry, Tim Belstra 
June 21 Club Assembly, Chuck Sanger 
June 28 IVDiagnostics, Frank Szczepanski 

Rotary Attendance May 24, 2011 
 

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Bud Baker, Cal Bellamy, Andy Brennan, James Buchanan, Tom Donovan, Linda Fullilove, 
Michelle Golden, Nancy Machnikowski, Stephanie Madison, Dan Magura, Chuck Marlowe, Mark McLaughlin, Jim McNabney, 
Rocharda Moore-Morris, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Charles Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Irma Torres-Cantu, 
Lisa Wein, Thomas White, Lisa Woodruff Guests – Cathy Bellamy, Monica Rubio, Angela Moore, Dave Ryan, Tom Keilman, 

Jeff Williams, Monica Garcia, Corey Frank, Monica Ruiz, LaTysha Sanders, The Loxas Family – 9 members.  
 

 TOTAL ATTENDANCE:  34 




