
generate local, regional, state and federal
support of expansion.

Gayle stressed how vital a strong airport can
be to the economic health of local communi-
ties. She cited numerous facts including: 1)
with 802 acres, the Gary Airport is larger
than Midway, San Diego and LaGuardia; 2)
metropolitan Chicago has only 2 major air-
ports, while New York has 6 and Los Ange-
les and London each have 5; 3) if Gary can
achieve 10,000 passengers a year, it auto-
matically qualifies for $1 million in grant
funding; 4) private charters are common
now at Gary with the most frequent destina-
tions being Atlantic City and Las Vegas.
Currently the Gary Airport gets funding
from the RDA, local government entities,
the State of Indiana and the City of Chicago.
Its website is www. FLYGARY.org.

Thank you to Jim Prisby for taking these
notes.

Rotary Attendance for May 20, 2008
Mark Goldsmith, Jim Prisby, Chuck Pintar, Rick Schumacher, Jim Buchanan, Andy Brennan, Jeff Oesterle, Bill Robin-

son, Tom White, Dave Castellanos, Bud Baker, Bassam Abdallah, Mary Kaczka, Jim McNabney, Hans Enderling, Judy

Walker, Ted Karns, Phylis Mamula, Lisa Woodruff, Christine Figueroa, Charles Sanger, and Michelle Golden. Guests:

Gayle Van Sesson (Visiting Rotarian & Speaker) and Chuck Hughes (Gary/Chicago International Airport)

Total Attendance: 24

Meeting Notes From

MAY 20, 2008

Judith Walker ran the meeting and asked that
we keep Fran McCullough in our prayers.
She has been ill but is doing better. Judith
also announced that our Literary Project has
been approved for a District Simplified Grant
and that our new Club Directories are com-
plete. A big thank you to Hans.

Jeff Oesterle announced that the Hammond
Parks Department is interested in joining us
in the construction of a new park at the
Hammond YMCA. Phylis Mamula informed
us that our Club will have a team in the Re-
lay for Life at Gavit HS on June 12 and 13.
Contact her if you’d like to be on the team or
support one of our other members in their ef-
forts. Andy Brennan won the raffle. The
jackpot is up to $318 and still going.

Gayle Van Sessen, the Executive Director of
the Crown Point Chamber of Commerce and
President-Elect of the Crown Point Rotary,
and Chuck Hughes, the Executive Director
of the Gary Chamber of Commerce, joined
us for a discussion on the Friends of Gary/
Chicago Airport. The objective of “Friends”
is to: 1) support the marketing and launch of
new airlines; 2) define and communicate the
importance of the airport in Gary; and 3)

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 27 Hurricanes v Tornados, Jim Buchanon
June 3 Lincoln in Leadership, Richard Mourdoch
June 10 AT&T, George Fleetwood
June 17
June 24 Installation Dinner, Dynasty




