
the local community theater. This helped her to network.
She knew that she always wanted to work with young
people and making the choice of being involved helped
her to get where she is today.

She started at the Theater as the Theater Supervisor,
managing ushers and the equipment. Then around a year
later she was promoted to Theater Manager, then Casting
Director, then to Casting Director for the New York
Theater. She now works with the American Girl Ambas-
sadors who are the “faces” of American Girl.

She feels her development was a result of choices and
opportunities. That is what life is about. You’ve got to
“seize the opportunity”. Take what you have and do it.
You don’t know what worlds will open up for you.

Presentations were made to the Honor Scholars from
each school:

Mr. Scott Fech, Bishop Noll Institute
Mr. Reid Amones, Clark High School
Mr. James White, Gavit High School
Mrs Cynthia Warner, Hammond High School
Mrs. Theresa Mayerik, Morton High School

Hans passed out the Four-Way Test to any student that
would like one.

Thank you to Nancy Machnikowski for an excellent
Honor Scholars’ Luncheon!!!

Rotary Attendance for May 1, 2007
20 Active, 2 Attendance Excused

11 Bishop Noll Institute, 11 Donald E. Gavit High School
10 George Rogers Clark High School, 10 Hammond High School

14 Oliver P. Morton High School, 2 School City of Hammond Employees
2 Walter Watkins, Superintendent of Schools and Ruth Mueller, Dir. of Curriculum - School City of Hammond and 3 PTA

Council Presidents - Sue Kennan, Annette Markowich and Ofelia Ward
1 Marilyn Jones, Past President, Indiana PTA

1 Speaker - Shelley Crosby, Artistic Director, American Girl Place Theater
2 Other Guests

89 Total

Meeting Notes From

MAY 1, 2007

Honor Scholars’ Luncheon

Started at 11:30 am

Nancy Machnikowski introduced the guests joining the
group from Hammond Schools.

Mrs. Theresa Mayerik, Morton High School, chose the
speaker for today. She said she chose Mrs. Shelley
Crosby because she went to school in Hammond and
has a successful life to share. Mrs. Mayerik encouraged
all students to come back someday and share their suc-
cesses as the guest speaker. Mrs. Crosby was born in
Hessville, went to Harding and Morton and graduated
from Morton H.S. in 1975. She has been a professional
actress for 21 years.

Shelley Crosby is the Artistic Director of American Girl
Place Theater in Chicago. They employ over 50 chil-
dren ages 9 – 16 performing in a 1 hour and 15 minute
musical show. The shows are core stories of the Ameri-
can Girl Brand, portraying historical characters that
were originally developed in stories. American Girl was
founded as a literary company. Its founder realized that
Barbie was the “role model” for young girls and de-
cided to develop stories based on other characters that
would be better viewed as role models. As it became
more successful, people asked for the dolls associated
with the books. After a successful catalog company,
they developed the “retail experience”. Gretchen Cryer
suggested that they build a theater in the Chicago loca-
tion and that’s where the theater started.

After high school, Shelley took all opportunities as
learning opportunities, which she encourages these stu-
dents to do as well. She married and had children at a
young age, but she also made choices to be involved in

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOOWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 8 NW Indiana Economy, Michael Eisenstein
May 15 Brenda Peterman, Youth Philanthropy Council
Mary 22 Jim Adduci, Calumet College
May 29 Financial Literacy, Dian Reyome
June 5 Classification Talk, Michael Suggs, Barb Homolka




