
presentation about his district and the work of Rotary
there.

Asoka joined Rotary in 1988, but was not active until
about 1999. He was inspired by an American Doctor
and Rotarian who spends 2 months a year at a remote
orphanage helping the children. She asked him for help
from local Rotarians and Asoka went to work. They
quickly raised $40,000 due to the “amazing power of
Rotary.”

Now, Asoka’s district raises over $300,000 a year for the
Foundation. They had 3,000 people at their last District
convention! India has 1 Billion people, with 42% below
their poverty line (meaning they have income less than
$1.50 per day per family). Rotary contributes to myriad
health and relief efforts, including artificial limbs, polio
plus, school improvements, etc. It’s inspiring to see
what can be done by these literally world efforts. Asoka
made a special presentation to Mary thanking her for the
efforts she made to raise the $18,000 from our district,
and we were proud to recognize Mary for her efforts.

Golf Outing with Hammond YMCA, to raise funds for
the YMCA playground, at Lost Marsh, Friday, July
10. Jim Prisby has details.

Thank you to Rick Schumacher for providing the meet-
ing notes and to Jim McNabney for the attendance fig-
ures.

Meeting Notes From

MAY 19, 2009

President Judy opened the meeting with “It’s a Grand Old
Flag” in honor of Memorial Day. We welcomed guests Ed
Salata, Hammond YMCA, with Jim Prisby; Tom Dono-
van (prospective member) with Jeff Oesterle; Debbie Ho-
jnazki, Gateway, with Mark Goldsmith; and Barb Mort,
District Secretary, with Mary Kaczka. It’s good to have
Jim Buchanan back from his winter in Florida.

During lunch Rick Schumacher showed a video “Every
Rotarian Every Year,” about the Rotary Foundation. The
Foundation does amazing things around the world to help
the poor and ill in developing countries, eradicating polio,
and to promote international understanding and peace. It
is a way for each Rotarian to participate and be a part of
Rotary’s world wide activities. Each Club’s goal is to
contribute $100 per year from each member. All
Hammond Rotarians are urged to make their donation to
the Foundation by the end of this fiscal year, June 30,
2009. Please see Rick for details on how to make it.

Bassam and Lisa hurried to make their collections but did
well as usual. Tom White won the Joker’s Wild raffle,
but didn’t pick the Joker.

We enjoyed a special program arranged by Mary Kac-
zka. When Mary headed the Group Study Exchange team
to India a few years ago, she stayed with Asoka and his
wife Lakshmi in Salem, India. Now Asoka and Lakshmi
are in Indiana and visiting their children who live in the
US. Asoka heads an engineering firm and has been very
active in promoting surgeries for children with congenital
heart defects. He regularly reads our Transmission by
email and thanked us for our Club’s support of these sur-
geries. He was also glad to know we are raising funds for
Polio Plus. After Mary visited Asoka’s club, she spear-
headed our Club and District program to raise funds for
surgeries. Ultimately $9,000 was raised and matched by
RI, allowing $18,000, for 9 surgeries. Asoka made a

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 2 PH Mueller Gallery, Dave Mueller
June 9 Club Assembly
June 16 Rotary Foundation, Dan Ryan
June 23
June 30 Installation Dinner, Dynasty

Rotary Attendance May 19, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Jim Blackwood, Andy Brennan, Jim Buchanan, J Calaway, Hans Enderlin, Cristina
Figueroa, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Marty Hollingshead, Mary Kaczka, Jim McNabney,

Rocharda Moore Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Charles Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Charles Sanger,
Rick Schumacher, Harry Smiddy, JudithWalker, Tom White and Lisa Woodruff. Make-Up: Clyde

Rector. Guests: Tom Donovan (J. Oesterle), Debbie Hojnacki (Goldsmith), Barb Mort (Kaczka), Ed
Salata (Golf Committee), Speakers: Asoka & Lakshmi (from India.)

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 30




