
rant serve as an anchor in a tough neighborhood. He
has acquired and improved rundown property near
the restaurant and also in the downtown area. Ray-
mundo has spearheaded neighborhood pride and
downtown civic pride. He fought to keep the Ogden
St. pool running, but when that became physically
and financially impossible he is now working to con-
vert it to a boxing facility that will still serve the peo-
ple. Together, Raymundo and Karen are now in-
volved in opening a store “It’s Just Serendipity” and a
restaurant “Destination” in downtown Hammond.
Our Club was honored to celebrate the accomplish-
ments of two such fine people who have given so
much back to the city.

Special Reminder: Sign up now for “Dollars for Dic-
tionaries” on May 28 at Andy and Sara Brennans’
home in Briar Ridge. Please return your reservation
card and check by May 22. It will be a fun event and
a good fundraiser for our Hammond Dictionary Pro-
ject. There will be no regular lunch meeting on Tues-
day, May 26 – this event is in place of it.

Thank you to Rick Schumacher for providing the
meeting notes and to Jim McNabney for the atten-
dance figures.

Meeting Notes From

MAY 12, 2009

President Judy called the meeting to order for a special
Robert Heinze Vocational Service Award presenta-
tion. Rev. Bassam provided the invocation.

After lunch, Cal Bellamy presided to make the
award. He explained who Robert Heinze was, a long-
time Hammond Rotarian who held numerous pat-
ents. Cal then described the four avenues of Rotary
service – Club, Community, International and Voca-
tional. The Heinze award has been made over the last
26 years, each time honoring people who have made a
significant contribution to business and civic life in
Hammond.

Michelle Golden (whose studio designed and pro-
duced the Heinze Award plaques) was pleased to pre-
sent the first award, to Karen Maravilla. Karen has
been amazingly involved in all types of Hammond
community groups. She is currently President of the
Downtown Hammond Council. In each activity she
has “carried on with a smile,” no matter how difficult
or seemingly impossible the task. She has been a tire-
less booster of Hammond nonprofit causes. Karen
then spoke, pointing out her “common passion” with
her friends in the Hammond community in making the
city a better place to be. She has a strong belief in the
importance of the causes she champions, and she
doesn’t quit at trying to make things better.

Mayor Tom McDermott, Jr., next presented the
Heinze Award to Raymundo Garcia. The Mayor filled
in for Chancellor Howard Cohen who was called to
W. Lafayette at the last minute. Raymundo, owner of
the famed El Taco Real restaurant, also shows broad
entrepreneurial abilities. The Mayor praised Ray-
mundo for having the vision to have a thriving restau-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 19 Gift of Life, Asoka of Salem, India
May 26 No Meeting
May 28 $ for Dictionaries Cocktail Party, Andy Bren-

nan’s house
June 2 PH Mueller Gallery, Dave Mueller
June 9 Club Assembly

Rotary Attendance May 12, 2009
Robert Heinze Vocational Service Award Luncheon

Honorees: Raymundo Garcia and Karen Maravilla

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Cal Bellamy, Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Marty Hollingshead, Mary
Kaczka, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Mark McLaughlin, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Charles Sanger, Rick

Schumacher, JudithWalker, Lisa Wein,
Thomas White and Lisa Woodruff. Make-Up: Clyde Rector. Guests: Tom Donovan (J. Oesterle), Cathy Bellamy (Cal Bellamy), Alexius Barber and Monique Ruiz (T.

Anderson).
Paying Guests: Stan Hess, Jeff Norris, Don Smith, Jim Sandrick and Rick Calinski.

Guests of Club: Mayor Thomas McDermott, Jr., Lu Ann Franklin (“The Times”),
Paula Meyers, Sam Maravilla &, Beverly Maravilla (Parents of Karen Maravilla)

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 42




