ROTARY INTERNATIONAL SERVICE MONTH
Upcoming schedule


May 18
Program provided by McKenya Dilworth



May 25
Steve Jacobs from Konica Business Technologies


June 1

NO ROTARY, Woodmar CC closed

The Meeting –May 11, 2004
Peggy Dellahoussayé – Harrington spoke prior to the annual Cinco de Mayo dance presentation about herself and the program that would follow.  She indicated that the program represents a wide diversity much like her diverse background.  Peggy is of Brazilian and American background.  She speaks four languages and grew up in the Hyde Park area of Chicago, the most diverse neighborhood in the city.  She has been involved in bilingual education for her entire career, after giving up pre-med study.  Mrs. Dellahoussayé-Harrington has been a bilingual coordinator with Chicago Schools, in Hobart, and director for the past 13 years in Hammond.  She also does cultural diversity training for a number of businesses and school systems.

The Hammond Bilingual Program has been in existence for 13 years.  The program’s purpose is to transition students and their families to American society.  Fifty-one language and cultural groups have been served by the program throughout the years.

Ballet Folklórico y Tropical de Greater Hammond dance group has been active since 1999 and presents dance representations from a variety of cultures.  The students perform Folkloric, Tropical, Aztec, and Motown dances.  The group continues to add to its repertoire. 

Peggy also discussed the Parade of Cultures, which represents many of the students from the 51 cultural backgrounds.  For the Cinco de Mayo the students represented many Latin American cultures.  There were 23 representatives, who demonstrated their traditional attire at the Latino Festival at Purdue University-Calumet. 

The dancers presented three dances under the direction of their dance instructor, Suzie Galindo.  The dances were Aztec, the roots of Mexican origin, and  two dances that represented the region of Guadalajara, Jalisco, which is the dance that is most often presented anywhere in the world as representative of Mexico.

The students’ beautiful costumes are purchased through the generosity of donors, since the students are generally from impoverished and migrant backgrounds.  The Rotarians were generous, leaving monetary tokens of appreciation for the students’ efforts.
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Bottom line for May 11- 30 Rotarians, 5 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 visiting Rotarian, 3 guests of members, and 12 guests of club-51 total
