
 
They have done 153 events so far and 100% of the time, they 
have helped the charity raise more money.  Guests that cannot 
come to the event can still participate from home. 
 
By using a cell phone, you do not know who you are bidding 
against.  People tend not to outbid a priest on a silent auction 
item or a celebrity, such as Michael Jordan.  Using a cell phone, 
you do not know who you are bidding against.  At an event in 
Indianapolis, a husband and wife were bidding against each 
other and didn’t know it.  Instead of paying $350 for an item, 
they paid $800.00.  The wife won and the money went to the 
charity. 
 
Auctions by Cellar is having great success streamlining events.  
The moment the silent auction ends, receipts are printed and 
people are able to check out within five minutes of the auction 
closing.  Credit cards can be scanned so the charity can get their 
money with 10 business days.  At golf outings, golfers can start 
bidding as soon as they arrive. 
 
There is a fee structure for this service depending on the number 
of people and number of items.  It is totally customized. 
 
Jim also has 145 volunteers from 11 different high schools in 
Porter County and is looking for a charity to connect with.  Jeff 
recommended that Jim contact the Porter County United Way 
and Lisa Woodruff recommended he connect with theater 
groups. 
 
Thank you to Nancy Machnikowski for the meeting notes and to 
Lisa  for the attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
May 10, 2011 

 
 
We sang two songs:  You’re a Grand Old Flag and Let’s Bring 
Our Friends to Rotary.  The pledge was led by Lisa Wein, 
Bassam Abdallah said the prayer, and Jeff Oesterle led the four-
way test. 
 
Announcements were made about the Honors Scholars 
Luncheon, which will be held on May 17, 2011 at 11:30 a.m. in 
Alumni Hall.  Please make every effort to attend. 
 
Chuck Sanger recognized Bill Robinson as a Paul Harris Fellow 
Plus 1 and Judy Walker as a Paul Harris Fellow Plus 3.  Both 
were awarded with a pin.  Congratulations! 
 
Irma did extractions with questions about world leaders.  All 
tables had to pay.  Money was also collected for pin penalties and 
tardies.  Happy Bucks were received from Linda Fullilove, Bill 
Robinson, Jeff Oesterle, Irma Torres-Cantu, Hans Enderlin, 
Bassam, Linda Randolph, Judy Walker and Jim McNabney. 
 
Chuck Sanger had the ticket for the Current Events Quiz.  There 
is $154 in the jackpot and 41 cards.  Chuck pulled the four of 
spades. 
 
President Sanger introduced Jim Alvarez, our guest speaker who 
talked about technology and fundraising.  Jim works for a six 
year old technology company called Auctions by Cellular.  This 
is a company that can do a silent auction by cell phone. 
 
Peyton Manning told them he had people that he would meet who 
wanted to give money to his foundation but he had no way of 
taking credit cards when he was out in the public.  Auction by 
Cellular was able to build a platform where a person can text a 
password, follow the prompts, and donate up to $1,000,000 to the 
foundation.   
 
Silent Auctions can also be done by cell phone.  It took two years 
to develop, but it was launched last May.  When people come to a 
silent auction event, they are asked their first and last name and 
cell phone number.  The cell phone must have text ability.  
Everything is automated.  A person simply texts the item number 
and within three minutes they are notified that they are the high 
bidder.  When they are outbid, they are notified by text.  People 
can also bid from their seat and they are having tremendous 
success with older folks. 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it the TRUTH? 
Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 17 Honors Scholars, PUC Alumni Hall 11:30 
May 24 Robert Heinze Award 
May 31 Purdue Motor Sports, Travis Fischback 
June 7  Kenwood School, Marybeth Nichalou 
June 14 The Pork Industry, Tim Belstra 

Rotary Attendance May 10, 2011 
 

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Bud Baker, Andy Brennan, Tom Donovan, Hans Enderlin, Linda Fullilove, Mary 
Kaczka, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore-Morris, Jeffrey Oesterle, Jim Prisby, Linda 
Randolph, William Robinson, Charles Sanger, Harry Smiddy, Irma Torres-Cantu, Judith Walker, Lisa Wein, 

Thomas White, Lisa Woodruff   
Guest Speaker: Jim Alvarez  

 
 TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 23 




