
Dessert is Back!

Mar 11
Jim McNabney
Paul Carpenter, The Rotary Foundation, PolioPlus News Conference

Mar 18
Mary Kaczka
McKenya Dilworth, Bishop Theatre

Mar 25
Michelle Golden
Maria Cisneros, Junior Achievement

Apr    1
Terry McCullough
Reverend John Johnson

THE MEETING --- March 4, 2003

Professor Robinson spent a few moments remembering long-time, fun-loving Rotarian Bill Parson who recently passed away.  For those who didn’t know Bill or know him well, it was our loss.

President Prisby welcomed our student guests for the month, Hammond High School Seniors Joyce Murrell and Kari Schadt.   Make a point to talk with these students this month.

After reminding us that “membership is our most important asset,” President Prisby inducted Mary Kaczka’s proposed member, McKenya Dilworth (Arts & Theatre).  Welcome to the Club, McKenya!

Jim McNabney reported that we’ve donated an impressive $9,770 for the Eradicate Polio campaign.  We should give ourselves a hearty pat on the back for handily exceeding our $6,000 goal.

Jim Donovan won the 50/50 drawing and even though he contributed his winnings back, his good Karma failed to win him the jackpot.  Thank you, Jim, for the contribution … and for not winning the jackpot.

Extractors Lindner and McCullough collected for Birthdays (Peggy Harrington & Hans Enderlin) and unknown history facts.  Bill Robinson paid to announce that Girl Scout Cookies are in and that we donated about 85 boxes to Haven House!  Phylis Mamula is selling tickets to benefit the Haven House.

Nancy Machnikowski reported Christina Wallace from Morton High School is our Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) winner. Christina will be visiting us next week before she goes to the RYLA camp and again on May 20 to tell us about her experiences at the camp.

Jeff Oesterle announced that Clare Oesterle has been under the weather but that he’s on the mend.  Too, Rotary Lunch Programs are now being booked for July.

President Prisby has the current information on Rotary International’s Annual Convention being held in Brisbane, Australia … just in case you are planning to attend.

Lisa Wein announced a FREE seminar: “Domestic Violence in the Work Place” being held at the Genesis Center, Gary on Friday, March 14 from 9 - 11am.

Curt Vosti put in an appearance last week to announce that the Jean Shepard Community Center’s formal opening will be on Friday, 3/14 from 5 - 8pm and all day Saturday, 3/15 at 3031 Mahoney Dr, Hammond.

Finally, Dave Runnell’s listed number is his fax number.  Dave’s telephone number is 922-4500.  Who edits this rag anyway?  You really had better check your information!

The School City of Hammond Gets a New Lease of Life

Well, a new Superintendent at any rate.  Steve Watson’s guest speaker last week was Hammond’s new Superintendent Dr. Terry Watkins.  Hailing from East Chicago and a product of EC Roosevelt, Dr. Watkins is no stranger to NW Indiana.  Before receiving the Superintendent’s position, Dr. Watkins also taught and served as an administrator in the Hammond schools, making him a perfect candidate.   The Doctor starts his tenure having state of the art schools, a safe system and test scores “on the rise.”   Still he faces a daunting task of changing things -- namely extending the school day by 25 minutes to benefit both the students and the teachers.  And to rapidly evolve the curriculum to mirror the Indiana Academic Standards.  In other words, preparing for Standardized Testing will be the driving force in the schools, for better or for worse.  We wish Dr. Watkins the best of success.  Indeed, in many respects the very future of our country literally depends on our educators to get it right.

~~~~~~

Parting Thought … The will to win isn’t nearly as important as the will to prepare to win.  Sir Bobby Knight

The Bottom Line: 38 Actives, 1 Active/Active Excused, 2 Student Guests, 1 Speaker

 42 Total

