Transmission


50/50 Raffle

Mark Goldsmith somehow got his son to pick his Dad’s ticket.  Too bad he didn’t ask him to choose the card.  There is still $160 in the pot.

Chuck Hall

Chuck was presented his new member packet today.

District Conference

Multi district conference is April 7 and 8, in Muncie, IN.

Sign up now.

Hans Went to PET

Hans reported having a great time in Kalamazoo at the President’s Elect Training (PET).  This year’s theme is Lead the Way.  Hans also went to Las Vegas and brought back a Fremont Rotary flag.

Golf Outing

Jim Prisby reported the golf outing would be at Briar Ridge.  The goal is 60 golfers; last year we had 53 so we need to increase participation.

Mark Your Calendars

Rotary’s picnic is scheduled for August 16th this year.

Group Study Exchange

Hammond Rotary is hosting a Chicago site seeing day for the Brazilian Group Study Exchange team on Friday, April 21st. They will stay near Ft. Wayne. We need more volunteers, and a big vehicle to transport them.

Lance and Ruth Dodson

Mary announced they are planning to leave the area at the end of June.  Best wishes to you both.


Ruth was the president elect for Hammond Rotary.  The Board asked Duane Dedelow to fill her spot.  He has accepted.  Thank you Duane.

Speaker

Ruth Dodson introduced Speros Batistatos, executive director of the Lake County Convention and Visitors Bureau (LCCVB). 

A 15-member board directs Speros.  In 1983 the LCCVB was created by the General Assembly.  It is a division of state government.  They are funded by hotel taxes.  Half a percent of the five percent tax collected goes to LCCVB.  Also nine cents on the riverboat entrance dollar is collected for LCCVB. 

Speros said they are the sales and marketing organization for Lake County.  He has 14 people currently on staff.

Some of the LCCVB policy positions are:

1.  Oppose any legislation that proposes to use hospitality tax dollars for anything other than hospitality.  It should not be used for buses or balancing budgets.

2.  With respect to the Gary/Chicago Airport, selling Lake County’s proximity to Chicago is the way to go.  They advocate changing the name to something without Gary in it to make it more regional, like South Shore Airport

3.  Lake County needs a convention center. The Radisson in Merrillville is the only meaningful space.  The Genesis Center is an albatross.


The new convention center should be located in close proximity to restaurants, hotels and retail businesses.  It should be a business decision, not a political one.


Our hotels, on average, are running at only 54% capacity.  We have inventory needing to be sold.  99% of our visitors will drive here, so transportation issues will come once visitors need shuttles.


Jim Oesterle asked Speros about this article and promised he would send the link to us so we all can read it and come to our own conclusions.  The link is

http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2005/0228/082_print.html
The question remains: Will we be able to support a convention center?












Rotary Attendance for March 28, 2006


Actives: 22; Attendance Excused: 2; Guests: Grant Goldsmith, Mark’s son and 


Ron Olthoff, Julie’s husband: 2;  Speaker Speros Batistatos: 1;  Total 27





The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER


      FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events





March 28		Speros Batistatos, LCCVB


April 4		Chancellor Howard Cohen


April 11		American Cancer Society Relay for Life


April 18		Pat Colander, Shore Magazine Editor


April 25		RYLA
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