
ject in Nairobi. Jen and Dave, our contacts with the water
project in Nairobi will be visiting in town in about 30 days.

Program - Classification talk of Rotarian Christina Figueroa.
She has been married for over thirty years and has three chil-
dren and five grandchildren. She was born in Chicago but
raised in Puerto Rico. The motto, “It takes a village to raise a
child,” exemplified Christina’s early years. She feels it was
a blessing to be raised in Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rican peo-
ple are warm, caring and great talkers. It is a slower way of
life in Puerto Rico. She had a sheltered upbringing in the
home of her grandparents. She was very shy and her grand-
father taught her how to box so that she could protect herself.
She lacked certain social skills and the neighbors got a priest,
a man short in stature, involved who visited her grandpar-
ent’s home, many times. He persisted and convinced her
grandmother to send her to a boarding school. This changed
her life. She was a top student but still very shy and literally
would clam up when expected to speak. She went on to at-
tend the University of Puerto Rico. After university, she de-
cided that she wanted the challenge and excitement of the
U.S.A. The nuns from the boarding school drove her to air-
port when she left Puerto Rico. She meet her husband in the
U.S. and married. When he became seriously ill, she did not
think she had the strength to care for his wounds, but she did
so very ably. Rotarian Christina is a two time cancer survi-
vor.

From The Publisher….Thank you to Mary Kaczka for pro-
viding the meeting notes, and Jim McNabney for the atten-
dance figures.

Meeting Notes From

MARCH 24, 2009

Announcements: Chancellor Howard Cohen, PUC, an-
nounced the “Building Community through the Arts” event to
be held on April 4, 2009. The event will celebrate the culture
of eastern Europe countries. Children are fee and welcome.

World Affairs Conference – President Judy Walker com-
mented on the success of the event and the attendance of over
100 local high school students. She was impressed with their
behavior and dress. Rotarian Rick Schumacher commented
that he moderated one of the table discussions with the stu-
dents and found a variety of views on the topic of the global
economy to be interesting and ranged from liberal to conser-
vative. President Judy thanked all of the Rotarian moderators
who stayed after the Rotary meeting to moderate the table dis-
cussions.

PETS (President Elect Training) – President Judy Walker
commented on her experience at the recent PETS conference
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. She stated that there is so much
depth to Rotary; she learned new and wonderful things, both
local and worldwide. She also announced the District Con-
ference which will be held on May 1 and 2 at Swan Lake Golf
Resort in Plymouth, Indiana. Conference does include a golf
outing on Saturday afternoon. She encouraged all Rotarians to
attend this Rotary District event. It is a good event to learn
more about Rotary and to celebrate the achievements of our
Rotary District.

Hammond Rotary Golf Outing – Golf Chair, Jim Prisby is
investigating with Tom Plosky, Chair of YMCA board the
possibility to hold the golf outing at Lost Marsh. Proceeds of
the event will go to fund the play ground at the Hammond
YMCA.

Sick Bay - Rotarian Jim Prisby landed in Community Hospital
with pneumonia. We wish him a speedy recovery to fully
health and vigor.

50/50 Jokers Wild Raffle - Rotarian Rev. Bassam picked the
10 of hearts. He donated his $10.00 winning to the water pro-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 31 Guatemala Mission Work, Jim Adduci
April 7 Jewish Federation, Michael Steinberg
April 14 GSE Team, Turkey
April 21 Indiana Update, Morton Marcus
April 28 Guest Luncheon, 1st guest free

Rotary Attendance March 24, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Jim Blackwood*, Andy Brennan, Howard Cohen, Hans Enderlin, Cristina Figueroa,
Michelle Golden, Mary Kaczka, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney,

Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Charles Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein.
Guests: Dr. Ramez Haddedin Make-ups: Clyde Rector.

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 19




