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3/30/04
Arlene Jawor- Meals on Wheels

The Meeting-March 23, 2004

Jeff Oesterle led the Club in the Pledge of Allegiance and the singing of ‘America the Beautiful’. Jim Etter offered the prayer that encouraged us as Rotarians to continue our efforts to make a better world despite the terror and turmoil all around us.
Ruth Dodson filled in so beautifully as “Joker is Wild Hostess” that Lance Dodson won the drawing but not the grand prize.

Phylis Mamula reminded everyone that she needs “Relay for Life” participant information no later than April 15, 2004.
Bruce Lindner reminded the club that today is the deadline for reservations for the Hammond YMCA Annual Dinner.

Guests included Morton HS Assistant Principal Doug Friend and students LisaMarie Setnicker and Tony Gawron.

Mary Kaczka introduced our speaker, Jim McShane, President & CEO of the Lake County Integrated Services Delivery Board.  The Board grew out of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 mandate that all citizens have access to a variety of employment related services. The Board is business-led but has membership from labor leadership, community based organizations and educational institutions. 
Mr. McShane distributed a handout of his Power Point presentation, and for those not in attendance who have a real interest in his topic I suggest you contact him for a copy.

Mayor King is the Board’s Chief Elected Official.  The organization’s flow chart shows a direct connection to the Indiana Department of Workforce Development.  The Board has many responsibilities; they include services for employers and job seekers and coordinating efforts with regional partners and the federal government. 
A good deal of effort has gone into identifying future career opportunities for the region and in developing programs to insure that qualified applicants exist through training, etc.

The Board currently has four “Teams” that are addressing the issues of increasing skill levels, preparing youth for success, diversifying the economy, and improving systems between workers and employers.
-------------------------------------------------

The bottom line for March 23 – 31 Rotarians, 3 Active Attendance Excused, 4 Guests – 
38 total
