Transmission


Welcome Back!

Andy Brennan was back after spending 10 weeks in New Zealand and Australia.

50/50 Raffle

Bill Robinson won the raffle with 911, $150 in pot Bill drew Ace of Clubs.

District Conference

Multi district conference is April 7 and 8, in Muncie, IN.

Sign up now.
Group Study Exchange

April Group Study Exchange team arrives from Brazil. The 3 women and 2 men will stay mostly near Ft. Wayne. Hammond Rotary is hosting a Chicago day for them on Friday, April 21.  Ruth Dodson volunteered to help. We need more volunteers, and a big vehicle to transport them.

Water Purification

Our African water purification project was given the go ahead to apply (there was money still available according to Coordinator Dan Ryan) for a District 6540 Simplified Grant. We are asking for $1100. We have $1400 in hand.

Speaker

Nancy Macknikowski introduced Dr. Dee Huffman, from Purdue Calumet.  She is a board member of Hammond Reads, which is an all-volunteer group promoting literacy.

Their Vision Statement: All citizens of Hammond embrace reading as a fundamental part of life.

     Mission--Build a city of readers

     Goal--Promote literacy and education

     Purpose:

1. Energizes the community

        
2.  Builds Networks

       
3. Advocates for effective public policy 

and services

        4.  Identifies & supports literacy providers

        5. Celebrates reading as a fundamental part of life

In the 1990s, Indiana had a low literacy Rate and it is probably lower now. Indiana opted out of the 2004 study.

     · 16% were level one readers (would have a hard time reading a road sign or making change)

     · 52% of Lake County residents 18 or over read at 5th grade level or below. 

Breakdown of certain cities in Lake County

     · Hammond 51%

     · East Chicago 75%  (speaks volumes about who 

gets elected there)

     · Gary 79%  (ditto)

(Imagine what the numbers are in 2004.)

English as a Second Language

        a. Indiana 4%

        b. NW Indiana 21%

        c.  East Chicago 68%

        d.  Hammond 50%

Hammond Read Activities include:

        a. Literacy Awareness Essay Contest

        b. Time out for Reading

        c.  Tutoring in Schools

        d.  Book distribution across life span

        e.  Essay Contest (3/29 at Towle Theater)

 
Theme “What Type of Book Would Like to

Write” 250 words or less

Source of Books Given Away

       a. Donations (like the ones the Rotarians were asked to bring to this meeting)

        b. Centier Bank

        c.  Book for a Buck

        d.  Grants

        e.  Partnership NW Indiana Township Trustees

        f.  Motor Cycle ride next August 

(with help of trustee) 

I’d like to extend a special thank you to Jeff Oesterle

for providing today’s meeting notes. –Julie Olthoff, editor










Rotary Attendance for March 21, 2006


Actives: 24; Attendance Excused: 1; Visiting Rotarians: 


Judith Kaufman (Rotary 1 Chicago): 1;  Speaker Dee Huffman: 1;  Total 27





The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER


      FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events


March 21		Dee Huffman, Hammond Reads


March 28		Speros Batistatos, LCCVB


April 4		TBD


April 11		TBD


April 18		TBD


April 25		RYLA
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