ROTARY Community Service Month 



March 22
   Hammond Education Foundation—Gail Rodovich

 
            March 29 
   Relay for Life— K. J. Mamula

 

April 5
               Heinz Vocational Award Presentation—Frank Van Til




The Meeting-March 15, 2005

Ruth Dodson led us in The Pledge of Allegiance, followed by “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” and

the meeting continued with a prayer.  There was a drawing, but the joker still remains in the deck.

Michelle Golden introduced the speaker, Philip Golden.  His position as Case Manager with

the Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys includes ten years of service.   Seventy-five years ago this

facility began as an orphanage operated by the Carmelite Order of nuns.  In the last six years, the

facility was sold to Catholic Charities, and it was renamed the Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys.

There was at one time a push to eliminate this building and its services.  Recognizing that there 

needs to be a place for a quality level of care that is between a hospital, jail, and foster care—

the Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys has survived.  They provide a stable, nurturing, supportive, 

and structured environment for children either long or short term.  The entire home is licensed for 

a maximum capacity of 50 boys 4-18 years old.  Children stay one month and some have stayed 

as long as seven years.  This therapeutic residential facility provides services to individuals and families

and has embraced group therapy sessions as a positive and productive way of dealing with issues.

This unique component is one that offers monthly sessions to the parents and entire families of the

residents of the Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys.  The main goal of this treatment facility is to have

children reunited with their families if it is appropriate and warranted by the court.

As the least restrictive facility of its kind in Lake County, SJHFB is not necessarily for all children.

Boys may be sent to the home for two reasons.  They may need to be removed from an abusive

and neglectful home environment.  Others may have minor infractions with the law—substance abuse,

truancy, theft, etc.  With counseling and a safe environment, many of these students receive the help 

they need and can then focus on school.  Mr. Golden commented that many boys are honor roll 

students.  Home schooling is available if necessary.  They also provide an independent living program

with boys after they reach 14 years of age.  Teaching them independent living skills and preparing

them for the workforce are both valuable and necessary components which extend beyond the

treatment programs.  

On October 2, 2004, the Safe Haven Emergency Shelter opened for boys age 4-18.  This program is

unique to Lake County.  After a child is evaluated by a psychiatrist or psychologist, he can be moved

to their residential unit unlike other facilities where the child would have to be moved and uprooted 

to yet another facility.  

Beginning in April, the Transitional Living Program will be in full swing.  With the space in the home,

once occupied as a convent, young men 18-22 will have the opportunity to have housing and possibly 

for employment.  SJHFB works closely with the City of Hammond to try and find employment opportunities for the residents.  

On September 9, 2005, the Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys will host its first fundraiser at the Dynasty.

For more information about their programs and progress of the event call 931-6451.

Bottom Line for March 15—21 Rotarians, 1 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 Visiting Rotarian :  2 speakers

Philip Golden & Mary Mims:  Total attendance: 25

