


BE PROUD TO BE A ROTARIAN!

Mar 18
Mary Kaczka
McKenya Dilworth, Bishop Theatre

Mar 25
Michelle Golden
Maria Cisneros, Junior Achievement

Apr    1
Terry McCullough
Reverend John Johnson

Apr    8
Hans Enderlin
Barbara Rolek, Food Critic & Feature Writer, Gary Post Tribune

THE MEETING --- March 11, 2003

Before getting to the heart of the meeting, President Prisby reminded us to mark our calendars for May 13 for the Wine Tasting Party at Chancellor and Mrs. Cohen’s home from 5pm - 7pm and Monday, June 2 for the Rotary Golf Outing and Dinner.  Both events are in lieu of the regular Tuesday lunch for that week.

Jim welcomed and acknowledged our many, many guests including District Governor (DG) David Wilson and his wife, Camille, DG-Elect Richard Angle, past DGs Peggy Soderberg, Gordon Smith and Art Malasto, Assistant DG Alyce Butler, Polio Eradication Area Coordinator Stan Hendricks, Ambassador Scholarship Chairman Ranjan Kini, Administrative Council member Martha Sandoval, District Administrative Assistant Barbara Mort along with members from the Highland, Griffith, Munster and Schererville Clubs, and last but not least Visiting Rotarian Reverend Dr. Richard Thistle from the Valpo club.  Cassel White welcomed and introduced our student guests, Hammond High School Seniors Joyce Murrell and Kari Schadt.   Incidentally, Kari will be Hammond High’s Valedictorian.  Congratulations Kari!  Again, please make it a point to talk with these students this month.

~~~~~~

Emcee Jim McNabney acknowledged Dick Henry’s consistent dedication as the Rotary Foundation Chairman for years -- until going on Active/Attendance Excused status a few months ago due to work related reasons.  Many thanks Dick for your several years of exemplary “Service Above Self.”

South Bend Rotarian Peggy Soderberg spent a few moments adding some real life and understanding to the dollars we gave to Eradicate Polio Now!  Peggy recently returned from India where she spent two weeks with 65 other Rotarians helping to organize and support National Immunization Day.  Specifically, not so many Sundays ago, India shut down and dedicated the day with the goal of immunizing 6 million children!   Although “only” four and a half million children were successfully immunized that day, Peggy considers the program a huge success.  They made a difference.  Why India?  Many cases of Polio still exist there.  India is one of the last countries in the world still to be plagued by this insidious disease.  So Peggy and her Rotarian friends wanted to demonstrate that Rotary is more than just about writing checks.  They are the faces behind the checks.  Rotarians were in the field to support, organize and motivate in person.

~~~~~~

Our keynote speaker was Paul Carpenter, President of the Chicago-Rogers Park Club and the Assistant Manager of the PolioPlus Program Division of The Rotary Foundation.  Bill reminded us that after Small Pox, Polio is the only other disease mankind has endeavored to eradicate.  One might wonder why Polio hasn’t been eradicated given all of the time and money directed towards the cause to date.  Great strides have been made.  In 1988 350,000 cases of Polio were reported in 125 countries.  In 2002, only 1,119 cases were reported in just seven countries!  Too, keep in mind that each child needs to be immunized no less than six (6) times; that there are cultural issues, accessibility (often times severe) issues, trust -- or rather distrust -- issues; and widespread wars.  But we’re almost there.  Polio is almost history.  This is no time to let up.  Three billion dollars are still needed of which there’s a $275 million funding gap.  We can eliminate Polio in 2005 through our continued financial support via PolioPlus Partners campaign (to be reinstated 6/1/03) and, of course, our hands on moral support via Rotarians like Peggy Soderberg.

~~~~~~

Stan Hendricks, the Area Coordinator, proudly noted how successful the campaign has been:

Rotary Club

Initial Pledge

Amount contributed 
        Presented by




  Fall 2002

     Spring 2003

 Club Polio Chairperson
Griffith
$  2,900
$  7,000
Rev. Bill Hallsted



Hammond
6,000
11,600
Dick Henry
Highland
2,500
3,500
Jim Lawson

Munster 
5,500
6,100
Dr. Dinish Patel

Schererville
3,200
5,800
Tom Young 


$20,100
$34,000

The Bottom Line: 35 Actives, 1 A/AE, 1 Visiting, 2 Club/2 Student Guests, 26 Other Rotarians/Guests         66 Total

