ROTARY Community Service Month 



March 8
   Mike Flannery—Purdue Tourism Rest. & Hotel Institutional Situation Analysis



March 15
   Saint Joseph’s Home for Boys—Michelle Golden

 

March 22
   Hammond Education Foundation—Gail Radovich

 
            March 29 
   Relay for Life— K. J. Mamula

March 1, 2005

Ruth Dodson led us in The Pledge of Allegiance, followed by “My Country ‘Tis of Thee”

and the meeting continued with a prayer delivered by Hans Enderlin.  There was no drawing

or extractions.

George Glendening reminded us that we should support the Every Rotarian Every Year Campaign
as individuals which shows great unity as a club.  We have always had good contributions toward the

Foundation and we should continue.  We have the most Paul Harris Fellows at this end of the state.

Our speaker, Morton Marcus, gave a humorous talk about the political state of affairs concerning

Northwest Indiana and how it relates to the bigger picture of the entire state.  By presenting lots of viewpoints, but never committing to answers, Morton Marcus suggested that we move to governmental structures that are appropriate to the 21st century.  These include re-examining school corporation boundaries and possibly eliminating township governments.  He stated that we continue to have 

monstrous and ancient forms of government that cause more problems than they are worth.

He continued that we believe Indianapolis is the deposit of an all-knowing body of sophisticated

and intelligent people that we trust to make decisions for us.  The fact is that the brightest and the 

boldest never run for political office.  One solid image of Lake County does not exist because

the media breaks everything down into minute pieces which are served as a smorgasbord for the

public to eat and digest.  

Other “stabs” made by Morton Marcus include:

**What has Northwest Indiana done to form a coalition to move the transportation issue forward?

This issue is really only of local concern, yet we always look to Indianapolis for assistance.

**There is not enough revenue to support spending.  What are we to do about it?

**Our concern about school systems is that we need to remember that curriculum is set by the State

of Indiana, Department of Education.  It is not set at the local level.  We need to be aware of grades

and what they really mean to us.  The bottom line is what do students know when they reach the 

doors of our businesses as they apply for jobs?  How will the knowledge learned in our schools be

applicable for attendance and further learning at the university level?  

Morton closed with answers to many questions presented by the group.   A few asides about loans

and banking were humorously directed to Cal Bellamy.  The group as a whole was entertained

and informed by the information presented.

Stay tuned about the convention information.  Our president, Jeff Oesterle, will provide a written

agenda of events for the upcoming June extravaganza.

Bottom Line for March 1—26 Rotarians, 2 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 Visiting Rotarians: Bill Gall 

(Griffith); 1 Guest of Rotarian Dr. Bruce Cook (John Toren);  1 speaker: Morton Marcus:

Total attendance: 31

