
When Lincoln ran for the presidency, his name was not on the
ballot in eleven states. After he won the election, the southern
states declared war against the United States. Now as
“Commander in Chief” Lincoln could fight to eliminate slavery.
When he issued the Emancipation Proclamation, however, he
could only free those slaves in the states that had declared war.
Slaves in other states, like Kentucky and Tennessee, were not
freed.

Lincoln was a great communicator and a motivator, two qualities
necessary for a leader.

His speeches were very well thought out. He wrote them over
and over again until he was satisfied –and he kept the scratch
copies. He gave one extemporaneous speech –the worst speech
of his life. The words weren’t well-selected. In fact he gave the
speech on the south lawn of the Indiana State House and called
the southern states “hopeless romantics.” After hearing Lin-
coln’s words, the people of Covington, Kentucky --where he was
to speak next—cancelled his speech.

Lincoln wrote beautifully. He is considered one of the great
American writers. His essay on Niagara Falls, describing na-
ture’s effect over time, is priceless.

According to Mourdoch, Lincoln’s best speech was his second
address to Congress in 1863. The Republicans had lost all of the
congressional elections because the people hated the war, yet
Lincoln captivated the congressmen with his rhetoric, e.g. “the
fiery chronicles through which we have passed will forever be
chronicled….. “ and “We are the last vestige on earth [for free-
dom]. Mourdoch recited these passages

Thank you to Jim McNabney for taking these notes.

Rotary Attendance for June 3, 2008
Jim Prisby, Jim Buchanan, Andy Brennan, Jeff Oesterle, Bill Robinson, Jim McNabney, Hans Ender-
lin, James Blackwood, Duane Dedelow, Nancy Machnikowski, Lisa Wein, Tom White, Judith Walker,
Howard Cohen, Terry McCullough, Kathy Tobin, Lisa Woodruff, Mary Kaczka, Bud Baker, Chuck Pin-
tar, Harry Smiddy. Speaker: Richard Mourdoch, Indiana State Treasurer. Visiting Rotarian: Tamara

King (Gary). Guests: Fran McCullough (wife of Terry).

Total Attendance: 24

Meeting Notes From

JUNE 3, 2008

After singing “America”, reciting the 4 Way Test, and listening to
a Rotary prayer by Hans Enderlin, President Duane Dedelow wel-
comed back Fran McCullough from her serious health problems.
Lisa Woodruff filled in for Bassam Abdallah and Phylis Mamula
and extracted a good sum of money for the club. Happy bucks
abounded, including Terry McCullough’s grateful appreciation for
the return of his Fran. Howard Cohen was also happy about his
recent trip to China. Andy Brennan won the 50-50 raffle, but not
the jackpot.

President-Elect Judith Walker introduced our speaker, State
Treasurer Richard Mourdoch. His dossier was filled with service
to humanity. (Why isn’t he a Rotarian?) He started out with a
Geology Degree, but ended up in politics. Yet he has a consum-
ing interest in U.S. history, especially from 1861 to 1865, the pe-
riod of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency. In fact, though he had
intended to speak on state economics to our club, one of our mem-
bers convinced him to talk about Abraham Lincoln.

Treasurer Mourdoch first stated that we have a balanced budget in
Indiana, and that on June 2, he had written the largest check Indi-
ana has ever written –to Medicare, for $1.2 Billion Dollars-- and
we had the money in the bank to write it. He then captivated
every Rotarian with a speech everyone will remember: “Lincoln
In Leadership.” (Mourdoch was going to write a book with this
title, but upon visiting the Lincoln museum in Springfield, Illinois,
his wife found a book with the same title.)

COMMENTS ON LINCOLN BY RICHARD MOURDOCH:

Until Lincoln ran for President, he hadn’t won an election in the
previous 8 years –and he ran in quite a few. There is also no re-
cord of him ever attending a school. Although his writings are
quite religious in nature –and demonstrated great Biblical knowl-
edge, Lincoln was never a member of any church.

Although Lincoln personally hated slavery, his primary objective
was to save the Union. Whether all states had slaves or no states
had slaves, or some states had slaves, Lincoln’s principal goal was
to save the Union, not to eliminate slavery. This was his vision.
The U.S. Supreme Court had ruled that “slaves were property”
and as a president, Lincoln was powerless to do anything about it.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 10 AT&T, George Fleetwood
June 17
June 24 Installation Dinner, Dynasty
July 1
July 8




