
Dupont Automotive Paints. It remained a vital
part of the business until 2006.If you had asked
Dave 10 years ago if he would ever get into the
arts business he would have thought you were
crazy.

Since the opening of Substation No. 9 and the
Towle Theatre, he has had the opportunity to re-
think that idea. He opened the gallery last fall
and he was very clear about the fact that he needs
patrons not just visitors. He represents more than
100 artists and his price range is from $5 to
$40,000. He also told us a very unusual story
about the first piece of artwork he ever displayed
in the hardware store and how he was threatened
at gunpoint by a local “artist” to get him to dis-
play it. Questions and comments followed from
the Rotarians about remembering the importance
of supporting Hammond businesses and also the
idea of having a Hammond Rotary event at the
Gallery.

Thank you to Lisa Woodruff for providing the
meeting notes and to Jim McNabney for the at-
tendance figures.

Meeting Notes From

JUNE 2, 2009

Sang “This is My Country”
Tom White led us in the Pledge
Jim Blackwood led us in prayer

Announcements – Andy & Sara Brennan have
generously agreed to host another Dollars for Dic-
tionaries event at their home. First event held last
week had 32 attendees. Great first time effort.
Bassam & Lisa led extractions and the topic was
historical events that had happened on June 2.
Raffle winner was again Andy Brennan – 2nd
time within a month. The winnings were donated
to Rotary Foundation. Thanks Andy.

Greg Boyan introduced our guest speaker who
was Dave Mueller. Dave is a 4th generation
Hammond businessman. His great grandfather
started PH Mueller Hardware in 1887. Dave’s last
was in 1985 to a rugby so he said he might be a
little rusty. He gave us some family and business
history. His great grandfather moved here from
Wisconsin as this area had jobs available. He had
a partner and opened a business first on Hohman
Avenue, then on Hohman & Sibley until 1902.
They moved to the current location in part due to a
broken engagement and a breach of contract law-
suit that involved the daughter of the owner of the
previous location. Hasse was a saloon owner next
door but when moved Mueller bought his space
and expanded his shop. Initially the hardware
store had a side business that was very significant
in sheet metal work. Following the depression, a
change was made and the side business became

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
June 16 Rotary Foundation, Dan Ryan
June 23
June 30 Installation Dinner, Dynasty
July 7 No Meeting
July 10 Rotary/YMCA Golf Outing, Lost Marsh

Rotary Attendance June 2, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, Jim Buchanan, James Calaway, Hans
Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mary Kaczka, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Morris, Jeff
Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Jim Prisby, Linda Randolph, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, JudithWalker,

Tom White and Lisa Woodruff. Make-Up: Clyde Rector.
Speaker: David Mueller Paying Guest: David Slamkowski

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 24




