





ROTARY LITERACY MONTH
July 2

Club Assembly

New Officers and Directors Are Successfully Installed!—Meeting of June 27, 2002

Not that there was really any question about it but sometimes you just never know.  Past President Knarr was in especially good spirits.  Maybe because her husband, Tom, was out with her for the first time since his surgery.  Maybe because Kay Dell was with so many friends.  But most likely because she was relinquishing the Presidency.  It can be lonely at the top!  Either way, all of us enjoyed a fine evening.

Clearly the purpose of this evening is to dismiss past officers and directors, and to install the new ones.  But it’s also to recognize those Rotarians who have put in the extra effort to make the Rotary Club of Hammond one of the premier Rotary Clubs.  It was more than appropriate that we spent a good part of the evening recognizing and honoring our late friend and mentor Sam Sax.  Suffice it to say that if you had to pick a person to pattern your life after, Sam would have to be on the short list.  The very short list.  After some very thoughtful words from Kay Dell and Cal Bellamy, State Senator Frank Mrvan, representing Indiana Governor O’Bannon, made a posthumous presentation of the Sagamore of the Wabash Award -- the highest honor that the Governor can bestow on an Indiana resident.  Accepting the award on behalf of her husband was Lilyan “Babe” Sax, with son Stuart, daughter Kathy, grand daughter Jorie Sax, Stuart’s mother-in-law Alvina Shutan and long time friends Karen & (Munster Rotarian) Terry McMahon.

Other guest included Sherry Anderson, Ardis Baker, Cathy Bellamy, Sarah Brennan, Corene Buchanan, Margaret Ann Davies, Jane Duncanson, Von Etter, Nancy Glendening, Teresa Glotzbach, Tom Knarr, Marilyn Lindner, Jan McCarthy, Betty McHie, Linda McHie, Teri Oesterle, Donna Prisby (son Brian and Allison Prisby, nephew Michael Prisby), Tom & Jean Burns, Kay Rogan, Margaret Smiddy and Debbie White.  Too, Kay Dell’s friend Claudette Tweedle and The Times’ Marge Kullerstrand joined us.

Other awards and recognition for the evening included Perfect Attendance Awards: (Sam Sax - 45 years;) Clyde Rector - 31 years; Dick Henry - 29 years; Tom Yamada - 23 years; and Phylis Mamula - 6 years.

Other recognition included: the Environmental Award for Jeff Oesterle for his work on Rotary Park; the Spirit Award for Jim McNabney; for his Robert Heinze Award, Andy Brennan; to Bill Robinson for organizing the Robert Heinze Award Luncheon; to Tom Yamada for sharing his personal story with us at the Pearl Harbor Day Luncheon; to Phylis Mamula for organizing the St. Joseph Home Christmas Party; to Hans Enderlin for hosting the Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s Day Dinners at Ludwig’s Club Café and providing gift certificates every week for our speakers; to Howard & Patty Cohen for hosting the Wine Tasting at the Kuiper House; to “never say no” Bruce & Marilyn Lindner, Andy & Sarah Brennan, Cathy & Cal Bellamy, Jim McNabney and Tom Yamada for helping with the Group Study Exchange; to Lance Dodson and Jim Prisby and Lance Dodson for organizing the Golf Outing; to Nancy Machnikowski for always being there to help; to Jim Etter for his outstanding work as our Chaplain; to Mike Bonaventura for his creative and fun extractions; to Tim Anderson for assisting Joe Glotzbach with the Treasury duties; to Kevin McCarthy for handling the 50/50 raffle and to Dick Henry for his work on Paul Harris Fellows/Rotary Foundation.

Lilyan “Babe” Sax was made an Honorary Rotarian, welcome to have lunch with us at any time.  Too, Dr. Steven Watson was inducted, bringing us to 15 (or so) new members during Kay Dell’s term.

Before Club Advisor and Past District Governor Jim Buchanan dismissed Kay Dell and installed Jim, Past Presidents Harry Smiddy (’61), Ed McHie (’84) and Bill Robinson (’92) had some advice for Jim.  Their collective wisdom recommended that Jim have fun during the next year, not take the Presidency too seriously and rely on us, the members, to help make the coming year one of the best ever.

New President Prisby had a few words for us.  Even though his goal is to leave the Club in better shape than he found it, he still sees his role as more of a custodian than President.  As per the Past Presidents’ advice, he will rely on the membership for a successful year.  That means YOU.  He then presented Kay Dell with the traditional commemorative plaque-mounted gavel and diamonded studded Rotary President’s pin.  The transition was complete and I believe I heard Kay Dell (and husband Tom) breathe a sigh of relief!

~~~~~~~~~~~

The Bottom Line:  47 Rotarians along with 34 assorted guests




  81 Total
