INSTALLATION BANQUET

       



   June 24, 2008

It was an evening filled with entertainment and awe.  Of course the highlight was the passing of the Rotary gavel from former mayor of Hammond, Duane Dedelow, to former CEO of the Northwest Indiana\Symphony Orchestra, Judith Walker.

After a social gathering time with liquid refreshment, hors d’oeuvres and piano music, Bill Robinson, our Master of Ceremonies, welcomed everyone.  Forty-five people were in attendance –counting three harpists.  All Rotarians introduced their spouses and guests, and a stirring invocation was given by Reverend Bassam Abdallah,.  Ten past presidents who were in attendance were recognized.  During the dinner that followed --and at a special interlude-- we were entertained by beautiful harp music from Beverly Myrow’s Young at Harp.  


After a scrumptious dinner of steak and breast of chicken, we sang “God Bless America,” recited the “Pledge of Allegiance” and the “Four-Way Test.” Then President Duane Dedelow gave a brief summary of the year’s accomplishments and gave special recognition to all  committee chairpersons and to Hans Enderlin for our new “Membership Directory.”


Jim Prisby then gave special recognition to Clyde Rector (who was absent, by the way) for having 39 years of perfect attendance, to Hans Enderlin (5) and to Jim McNabney (1).  He then recognized two individuals who had attained a Multiple Fellows award status: Jeff Oesterle received a two sapphire pin ($3000 level) and Jim McNabney, one sapphire ($2000).


Jim Buchanan then asked all outgoing officers and directors to stand and be recognized. He then did the same with the new officers and directors --and consummately installed them. The next –and a function of no small importance—was the induction of three new members into Hammond Rotary: Greg Boyan, Richarda Moore Morris and Linda Randolph.  Secretary, Jim McNabney presented the new members with their Rotary pins and pamphlets about Hammond Rotary and Rotary International. 

Following this induction, as mentioned previously, Duane Dedelow passed the gavel of leadership to Judith Walker who gave a stirring inaugural address.  In her address, Judy specifically mentioned the great works by Rotary: locally, nationally and internationally.  She emphasized repeatedly that what we do –even if it is a small part—helps society and the world.  She used an analogy of a little boy who was throwing large numbers of starfish, which had washed ashore and were drying up, back into the sea.  Another little boy walked up and said, “What are you doing that for? You can’t make a difference! Whereupon the first little boy picked up another starfish, threw it into the sea and said, “Made a difference with that one!”  In one of the many examples given of Rotary service, Judy said that nine people in India are alive because Rotary intervened and gave them heart operations.  


The final highlight was the rendition of the song, “Go Light Your World” by Judy Walker’s daughter, vocalist Terri Leslie.  During this song, everyone held a lighted Rotary candle, which was at each place setting along with a Rotary banner as favors for the evening.   






Jim McNabney

