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Installation Dinner

There will be no lunch meeting on Tuesday June 27.  Instead, we will meet for dinner at the Dynasty from 5:30-9pm.  Please RSVP to Hans.

Picnic

As the Oesterles have always been gracious to us in providing us their country estate for our annual picnic July 26th, we again extend a heartfelt thank you to them. Make your commitment now by calling Hans at 

219-996-5525.  
Golf Outing

Sign up sheets were on the tables. The outing is August 23th at Briar Ridge. Call Jim Prisby at 219-902-9591.
Program

A very impressive program was arranged by Michelle Golden. The Northwest Indiana Interreligious Initiative for Peace in the Middle East, introduced by Joan Crist of Calumet College. The group is part of a national coalition of Jews, Christians and Muslims urging our national leaders to take a more active role to produce a negotiated settlement between Israel and the Palestinian people.  Joan described several events of the last year that may bode well for eventual peaceful resolution, although there are still a lot of threats on both sides.

Dr. Abdullah, a Merrillville physician, grew up in Chicago with Palestinian parents from Ram Allah.  He urges an “even playing field” saying that people on both sides realize the need for change.  He says we don’t see the majority of Palestinians who just want a better life, not terrorism.  The doctor argued that people voted for Hamas as a protest to the prior government, maybe not expecting Hamas to win a parliamentary majority.  He says that the U.S. is the only really influential power in the area that can speak to both sides.  

Rabbi Stanley Halpern of Gary expressed optimism in the face of some changes. He said we need to be very wary of press coverage, which doesn’t understand the real situation.  Israel is increasingly committed politically to move forward with a peaceful resolution.  There is evidence that Hamas may become more responsible politically as a result of having been put into a leadership role.  A PUC professor, Dr. Steve Tallackson, also spoke of his optimism that changes may occur and the importance of the U.S. role in the process.  Clearly, the group feels strongly of the need to seek alternatives to violence and try to improve the lives of average Palestinians who may be caught in the middle of a vast fight.

Hodge Patel of Sen. Evan Bayh’s South Bend office also spoke, describing the Senator’s efforts to bring Mid East peace.  Through his work on the Armed Services Intelligence Committee, he is a bipartisan sponsor of a “performance road map” to resolve conflicts.  A group of senators and congressional members is working toward a viable Palestinian state by 2009.  It will take supreme efforts on all sides.

A short summary can’t do justice to the fervor and hope of our speakers.  It’s one of the most important topics of our age.  Many thanks to Michelle for bringing the group back to report on their work.  

The Four-Way Test


Of the things we think, say or do


1.  Is it the TRUTH?


2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?


3.  Will it build GOOD WILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?


4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?





Calendar of Events


June 20		Joan Crist, NWI Interreligious Group


June 27		Installation Dinner at the Dynasty 5:30


July 4		No Meeting


July 11		Robert Heinze Award: Tom Gryzbek 


July 18		Dave Ryan, Lakeshore Chamber


July 26		Rotary Picnic





Meeting Notes from 


JUNE 13, 2006











Rotary Attendance for June 20, 2006


Actives: 20; Attendance Excused: 3; Visiting Rotarians: Grant Goldsmith (Mark’s son) 1; 


Program: Hodge Patel, Stephen Tallackson, Joan Crist, Lauren Sharp, Dr. Raied Abdullah, 


Rabbi Stanley Halpern, Cindy Brito;  Returning Rotarian Judith Walker: 1;  Total 32








