
Heinze Award to Bill – the award was designed by 
our own Michelle Golden. 
 
Finally, Bill spoke about his involvement with 
robotics.  15 years ago he and his son Brian went to 
a first meeting, and were the only business people 
there.  They almost fled, but luckily took on the 
challenge.  Building a 120 lb. robot didn’t  sound 
hard, but doing it with the high school kids was 
another challenge entirely.  In 1996 they entered 
their first competition, finishing well but not 
winning nationally.  So that demanded a retry in 
1997, when they did indeed win nationally.  From 
there it was each year another challenge they 
couldn’t  resist.  In competition, the Hammond team 
and Beatty are up against Fortune 500 mentor 
corporations, but Hammond has won 4 times.  
There are now 1800 teams in 36 regional 
competitions.  Bill says that he has more fun than 
the kids.  His modesty is as great as his 
contribution – it has truly made an amazing impact 
on a lot of kids and their schools as a whole.  
Hammond Rotary is proud to honor Bill Beatty for 
his singular efforts. 
 
Thank you to Rick Schumacker for providing the 
meeting notes,  and Jim McNabney for the 
attendance figures. 

Meeting Notes From 
June 1, 2010 

 
 
Our special meeting for the 2010 Robert V. Heinze 
Vocational Service Award began with President 
Judy’s  call to order, singing America the Beautiful, 
the Pledge of Allegiance led by Rick Schumacher, 
and Bill Robinson’s  invocation.  Special guests, 
among many, included former award honorees 
Frank Van Til and Judge James Richard. 
 
Following lunch MC Cal Bellamy presided.  After 
briefly explaining who Robert V. Heinze was, Cal 
moved into honoring Bill Beatty.  Bill is retired 
CEO of Beatty International, an over 100-year old 
Hammond company.  But his award is in 
recognition of his sponsorship of the Hammond 
Robotics Team, which has been national champs 4 
times.   
 
Judy Preissig, current co-coach of the team, praised 
Bill for his 15 years of leadership.  His support and 
mentoring of over 600 students has made a 
tremendous difference in their lives.  100% of those 
students have graduated from high school, 98% 
went on to college, and 2% into the military.  Five 
have been Lilly Scholars, with the robotics 
experience playing a large role in their selection. 
Long-time friend Dr. Hank Feinberg spoke to Bill’s  
down to earth and fair minded attitudes.  Besides his 
work with the team, Bill is also rehabbing the 
“Florida  house” in the Dunes National Lakeshore, 
left from the 1933 Chicago Worlds Fair. 
Mayor Tom McDermott, Jr., presented the Key to 
the City, pointing out the similarity between Bill’s  
accomplishments and the inventions of Robert 
Heinze.   
U.S. Rep. Peter Visclosky was present in person to 
second the comments he had entered into the 
Congressional Record, praising Bill.  Hammond 
School Supt. Jerry Watkins helped present the 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST 
Of the things we think, say or do 
Is it  the TRUTH? 
Is it  FAIR  to all concerned? 
Will  it  build GOODWILL  and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 
Will  it  be BENEFICIAL  to all concerned? 

CALENDAR  OF EVENTS 
June 8  Club Assembly 
June 15 Edgewater Systems, Renae Tomczak 
June 22 Department of Energy, Liberty Pelter 
June 29 Installation Lunch, PUC at noon 
July 6  Indiana Economy, Morton Marcus 
 

Rotary  Attendance  June  1, 2010  
 

Bassam  Abdallah,   Tim Anderson,  Diane Arias,  Bud  Baker,  Cal Bellamy,  Jim  Buchanan,  Tom Donovan,  Hans Enderlin,  
Michelle  Golden,  Mark Goldsmith,   Mary Kaczka,  Nancy  Machnikowski,  Jim  McNabney,  Rocharda  Moore  Morris,  Jeff  Oesterle,  
Charles  Pintar,  William  Robinson,  Charles  Sanger,  Rick  Schumacher,  Harry  Smiddy,  Irma Torres -Cantu,  Judith  Walker,  Lisa  

Wein, Tom White  & Lisa  Woodruff.  MAKE-UPS: Clyde  Rector.  GUESTS of  Rotarians:  Supt.  of  Schools  Jerry  Watkins,  Dee 
Jones,  Jan Whelan  and Tina Dent (Machnikowski);  Mark Lopez,  Henry  Feinberg  and Cathy  Bellamy  (Cal Bellamy);  PAYING 
GUESTS: Ruth  Mueller  (Hammond  Schools),  Frank  Van Til  (Van Tils)  and Judge  James  Richards.   OTHER GUESTS: Debbie  

Feinberg,  Judith  Preissig,  Christin  Lazerus,  Lisa  Beatty,  Brian  Beatty  and Jeff  Beatty.  
SPEAKERS:  Congressman  Peter  Visclosky,  Richard  Preissig,  Jeanette  Lach  and Mayor  Tom McDermott,  Jr.   

HONOREE: WILLIAM  BEATTY  
 

 Total  Attendence:  47                                           




