
mote lifelong learning. The agency services Lake,
Porter and LaPorte counties and works with indi-
viduals from cradle to career.

By using ISTEP scores, programs are developed to
ensure that children read at grade level by the third
grade. There is a direct correlation between chil-
dren’s literacy rates and crime. What is the status
of Literacy in NWI? Lake Count=52%, Porter
County =34% and LaPorte County = 46%. 45% of
the adult population has limited reading, writing
and math skills. Within the next decade, there is an
estimated shortage of 12 million skilled workers in
the United States. This will affect the Manufactur-
ing sector in Northwest Indiana. There are eco-
nomic benefits to having a literate workforce: qual-
ity of work, retention, output of products to name a
few. The community also is directly affected by
having a literate population: higher wages and less
poverty, decreased crime rate, improved school
achievement and better quality of life.

Who can help? Anyone and Everyone. Volunteer
to get involved; read daily to yourself and others.

Thank you to Barb Homolka for editing the meeting
notes.

Rotary Attendance for June 19, 2007
15 Active

4 Attendance Excused
0 Visiting Rotarian

0 Guests of Rotarians
0 School Guests

1 Speaker - Kathryn Pavey, Discovery Alliance

20 Total

Meeting Notes From

JUNE 19, 2007

Hans stated that there were 41 members who signed
up for the Installation Dinner. Wayne has received
the fund-raising raffle tickets and asks each member
to sell 10 at $25.00/ticket.

A letter from Fred Bettnar is on the table. Fred re-
lapsed and was in the hospital and is still recover-
ing. Tom White is doing better and still recovering.

Pledge sheets are on the table for 2006-2007.
$4,500 in pledges have been received. The 2008
pledge sign-up sheets are also on the table.

Dave Bell sent us a letter reviewing what is happen-
ing in Kenya.

A golf committee meeting is being held after to-
day’s meeting.

Guest speaker was Katheryne J. Pavey, Ph.D. and
President of The Discovery Alliance. The Discov-
ery Alliance was founded in 1999 to improve the
educational attainment in Northwest Indiana. The
organization is a collaboration of community foun-
dations, literacy organizations, education and busi-
ness leaders coordinating and facilitating education
attainment. Dr. Pavey defined literacy as an indi-
vidual’s ability to read, write and speak English and
to compute and solve problems at levels necessary
to function in society. The Discovery Alliance sup-
ports Parents as Teachers, Boys and Girls Clubs,
Adult Education programs and teacher training. It
has been shown that children who are exposed to
reading and writing develop literacy skills that pro-

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOOWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 3 Towle Community Theater, Jeff Casey
July 10 Ambassadorial Scholar, Angie Wiese
July 17 Classification Talks, Barb Homolka, Michael Suggs
July 24 Pure Water Project
July 31 Joint Picnic, Oesterle Estate




