
indicated that around 1672 the Experimental Science Club and
the Invisible College were springing up to discuss the esoteric
principles of religion and science. Newton was a member of the
Invisible College and it was the forerunner to the Royal Society
and Free masonry The Royal Society was started around 1660.
The goal was to “to scrutinize the whole of nature and to investi-
gate its activities and powers by means of observation and ex-
periments, and hoping in time to provide a more solid philoso-
phy on all things human and divine with the widespread ap-
proval of civilization.” Newton served as the president of the
Royal Society from 1703 until his death. Newton by most histo-
rians and scientists is believed to have had the greatest mind
ever.

The Free Masons evolved during the Age of Enlightenment.
During this time the great cathedrals were built. The Masonic
societies developed from the stone masons guild. However, by
early 1700 gentlemen started attending the guilds of Operative
Masons until they were the majority by 1721, when the Duke of
Montague, the riches man in England, became the Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge. The Newton influence on the Masons was
mainly through his works. The Newton discoveries of truth
(Light-as in “Enlightenment”) had made the universe intelligible
to the men of Europe with geometric calculations and reason.
This reasoning was put into Masonic degrees.

In 1730 the first Masonic Lodge began in Philadelphia. Ben
Franklin joined this lodge and soon published the Masonic Con-
stitutions. This is the first example of a republican form of gov-
ernment and a guide for our founding fathers. The rest is his-
tory.....

Thank you to Rocharda Moore Morris and Linda Randolph for
providing the meeting notes and Jim McNabney for the atten-
dance figures.

Meeting Notes From

JULY 21, 2009

Judy Walker lead the group in “My Country Tis of Thee”. Cris-
tina Figueroa led us in the Pledge. Jim Blackwood led the group
in prayer.

Guest-Milford Christenson was the visiting Rotarian. Dave
Sworn of Superior Engineering and New Life Church in Merrill-
ville was the guest of Jeff Oesterle. Jim McNabney brought his
wife Margret.

Announcements - Nancy Machnikowski announced that there are
sign up sheets for the Rotary picnic were on the table. He indi-
cated that dinner would be at 6:15 pm and that Crown Ppoint had
128 people registered. Judy reminded everyone that the picnic is
on perspective membership night and she encouraged everyone to
invite a guest.

Extractions-Lisa led extractions and the topic was Roman His-
tory.

President Judy Walker inducted Tom Donovan into the Club with
the help of Jim McNabney and Jeff Oesterle. Tom will be admit-
ted under the category of electronics equipment and supplies.

Judy introduced our speaker for the afternoon who was Jim
McNabney. The topic of his historical talk was “Newton to
America”. Jim indicated that he had sent everyone a copy of the
Wafa Sultan's video which was to be used as an introduction to
his discussion.

Jim's discussion center on several ideas; the comparison of the
Muslin religion and Christianity, the Age of Enlightenment of the
18th and 19th Century and the rise of the Masons and their influ-
ence on the development on a republican form of government and
Newton's influence on Masons. During his comments concerning
the Muslim religion, there were several issues brought up:
Muslims have divided the world into two parts-Muslims and non
Muslims, the Muslims have not been progressive on women's
rights. There is a clash of cultures and Islam wants to make sure
that everyone is if the Islamic faith and they want to be in control
and will not stop until they are in control. At this point in time
there are more Muslims than there are Christians in the world.

As he reviewed the history of the development of Masons, it was

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
July 28 World Affairs Conference
August 4 World Affairs Conference, Karen Janiga
August 11 Hutton & Assoc., Bill Hutton
August 18 IU Foreign Language
August 25
September 8 Club Assembly

Rotary Attendance July 21, 2009
Jim Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Jim Buchanan, J Calaway, Tom Donovan, Hans Enderlin,

Cristina Figueroa, Mary Kaczka, Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, Jim McNabney, Rocharda M. Morris,
Jeff Oesterle, Chuck Pintar, Linda Randolph, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Harry Smiddy, Judy

Walker, Lisa Wein and Lisa Woodruff. Visiting Rotarian: Milford Christenson.
Guests: Margaret McNabney (Jim) and David Swarn (Oesterle). Make-Ups: Clyde Rector

.

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 25




