ROTARY LITERACY MONTH
Upcoming schedule
         

July 27

Lake County Convention & Visitors Bureau


August 3
Nancy Marsalek- Philippine Group Study Exchange
The Meeting- July 20, 2004
Jeff Oesterle chaired a combined meeting of the Hammond and Munster Rotaries. After singing “My Country ‘Tis of Thee” and saying the Pledge of Allegiance, Bill Robinson offered a prayer. 

Clyde Rector was honored for thirty three years perfect attendance.

It was announced that the Rotary Picnic will be held on Wednesday August 11th at Fox Run Farm. The picnic starts at 4 PM and dinner is served at 6:15 PM.

Bruce Lindner reminded everyone that tickets for the Hammond YMCA event at Fox Run Farm on August 4th are still available.  Bruce also mentioned the upcoming (September 8th) “Time Out for Reading” event and the importance of improving the overall literacy rate in the region.

Jeff Oesterle told the group that District 6540’s goal for the Rotary Foundation is “Every Rotarian Every Year”.

Ruth Dodson introduced Paul Karas, Administrator or the GaryChicago Airport.
Mr. Karas began by dispelling some popular myths. Too small:  GCA has more acreage than Midway and LaGuardia to name two.  Runway too short:  GCA’s longest is 500’ longer than Midway.  He then told the audience that GCA is not an environmental wasteland, that it is not going to expand to the south, and that rerouting rivers or the Toll Road are also not being planned.
Mr. Karas enthusiastically listed the advantages that nearby commuter rail and major highway infrastructure provide for GCA.  He also spoke of the 1.5MM people that can get to GCA more quickly than they can get to Midway and the 2.7MM people that can get to GCA more quickly than to O’Hare.
Mr. Karas talked about the airlines that operate out of GCA and the marketing support that GCA must provide.  This led into comments about the support or lack thereof provided by various governmental bodies.  City of Chicago and City of Gary- great; State of Indiana- next to non existent.

In summary Mr. Karas stressed that GCA has a plan and is working hard to achieve its goals.
----------------------------- ---------------------
Bottom line for 7/20- 14 Munster Rotarians, 34 Hammond Rotarians, 3 guests
