



ROTARY LITERACY MONTH
July 9

Jim Gelcher, Indiana Historic Landmarks Foundation

July 16
Terry McCullough
Maggie Reister, Long Term Care

July 23

TBA

Meeting Notes—July 2, 2002

Our condolences to Clyde Rector whose mother passed away early on June 27 … which is why Clyde was not at the Officer Installation Dinner to accept his 31 year Perfect Attendance Award.

Jeff Oesterle reminded us of the Club Picnic on Tuesday, August 13 starting at 4pm at Fox Run in Cedar Lake.  If you’ve never been, this Rotary event is a real treat.  And if you have been, it’s still a real treat!

Jeff is in charge of programs this year.  So sign up.  There are plenty of opportunities.  

Take some time and drive by Rotary Park and see the newest landscaping complete with the paver bricks.  The park, attractive before, is now striking.  The efforts of Jeff Oesterle, Mayor Dedelow, Mary Kaczka & Curt Vosti have paid off nicely.

The 50/50 was won by Bruce Lindner but no joker was drawn last week.  The jackpot is nearing $100.

President Prisby held new Extractors Bruce Lindner and Terry McCullough at bay last week because of the full agenda.  But don’t count on it again.

Nifty “no clean” Rotary auto window decals are available for everyone.  Free!  See Tom if you want one.

Club Assembly Report
First, President Prisby emphasized that if you want to serve on a particular committee or if you’re on a committee but cannot properly serve, call Jim or the committee chairman to get added or removed.  However, Bill Robinson appropriately relayed some advice that Sam Sax had given him years ago.  “When asked to do something for Rotary, there is only one word:  YES!”

Service Projects:  Peggy Harrington reported that the committee is a little short on business representation -- even after Terry McCullough volunteered on the spot.  The committee has reviewed last year’s projects and is reviewing Rotary International’s (RI) mission along with Hammond Rotary’s mission.  So far the committee has noted a heavy emphasis on fund raising and RI activities but we were light on community impact.  A survey for the membership will be handed out shortly.  Bottom line, the committee wants to ensure better two-way communication with the membership.

Foundation/Paul Harris Fellowships:  Dick Henry reported that RI is on the verge of finally eradicating Polio worldwide -- no small task!  But the last few steps are usually the most arduous.  Besides funding the Polio Plus program, the Foundation also administers various grants, the Group Study Exchange (GSE), Scholarships, Peace Programs and Disaster Relief.  If you’re not a Paul Harris Fellow, seriously consider becoming one.  The Club will match your contribution dollar for dollar.  If you are a Paul Harris Fellow, seriously consider becoming a continuing contributor as you work your way to a 2nd Paul Harris Fellowship.  Dick reminded us that www.rotary.org/foundation/polioplus/index.html and Rotary’s monthly magazine, The Rotarian, are both rich sources for Rotary Foundation information.

Membership:  Jim Donovan reported that the committee’s two primary goals are 1) to develop parameters, targets and strategies for obtaining new members, and 2) to set general standards for meeting attendance.  Jim noted that we’re light on gender and racial diversity as well as business representation.  As far as attendance goes, well, the objective of being a Rotarian is to serve and if you’re not here, you can’t serve very well.  You get the drift.  The committee is also reviewing active membership designations including honorary memberships.
~~~~~~~

Parting Thought…  “I don’t know what your destiny will be.  But I do know: the only ones among you who will ever be truly happy are those who have sought and found how to serve others.”    






Albert Schweitzer






Nobel Peace Prize winner & Honorary Rotarian
~~~~~~~

The Bottom Line:  38 Actives, 2 Active/Attendance Excused (A/AE)



  40 Total
