Rotary Fellowship Month
Upcoming Schedule

July 22

Hammond Reads/NWI Literacy Coalition – Dr. Steve Watson

July 29

Picnic dinner at the Brennans

August 5
Joint meeting to meet Gubernatorial candidate Randy Harris, Munster Rotary to host


August 12
Rotary Picnic at Oesterles’ Fox Run Farm

The Meeting-July 15, 2003

President Brennan reminded everyone that he has invited the Club, spouses and guests to his home for a social gathering with food at 5:00 PM on July 29.  There will be no noon meeting that day. If you didn’t sign up last week, do so today. The Brennan home is at 526 Turnberry in Briar Ridge. A map to the Brennan home was distributed.

Tom White with assistance from a very experienced Bruce Linder extracted a huge amount of money for birthdays, tardiness, and other infractions large and small.

Unless I dreamt it, Jim Prisby won the raffle again, but not the grand prize. Kevin McCarthy announced that the jackpot is now $239.

Guests were Joe Kosina of the Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce and Jesse Johnson, Executive Director of the Boy Scouts.

Ms. Selma Gordon, Executive Director of Second Harvest of Northwest Indiana, was introduced as the speaker. She gave a very informative talk that I am sure expanded the awareness and understanding of her organization for most members. Second Harvest of NWI is an independent 501(c)3 charity that is affiliated with approximately 200 similar organizations and Second Harvest headquartered in Chicago. The combined network is the largest food provider in the United States.

Second Harvest of NWI provides food to screened and approved organizations such as shelters, soup kitchens, food pantries, and agencies. Every two weeks Second Harvest of NWI creates a “menu” for its users. Some organizations are charged a shared maintenance fee of 14 cents/pound. For some groups there is no charge. 

Second Harvest of NWI is neither federally or United Way funded. Annual contributions of approximately $450,000 fund the organization.

In 2002 2.6 million pounds of food were distributed. This was accomplished with a staff of only nine. As you can imagine, moving this much food to a variety of organizations is very labor intensive.

Ms. Gordon also discussed the special measures taken at those times when perishable products become available. All in all it was a very interesting talk.

If you would like to save the Club time and expense in Transmission distribution costs, email Dave Runnells at drunnells@videotecsecurity.com and your copy can be set up for email distribution.

The bottom line-24 Rotarians, 1 Actives/Attendance Excused, 2 Guest, and 1 Speaker- 28 total

