
this he would like to see a 140,000 square foot Sports Dome built
some where in the county.

Speros spent some time explaining the name change and the im-
pact that it would have on the agency to do business in the county.
In his evaluation, changing the name would not have a negative
impact on the ability to attract visitors to the county.

He also gave his support for the expansion of the rail service to
Valparaiso. As he talked about transportation he also included in
his remarks the lack of his support for the idea that the Food and
Beverage Tax should be used to support the Regional Transporta-
tion Authority for the expansion of the bus service. His concern
was that taxing the hospitality industry does not make sense for
this service. His concern was that the Food and Beverage Tax
needed to be available so that when the opportunity presented
itself they could build the sports complex.

Calvin Bellamy asked what could Lake County do in order to be
ready for the Olympics if it came to Chicago. Speros felt that this
would be the best time to put the amateur sports plan in place for
something other than basketball, and develop a plan that would set
that sport as a target for development after the Olympics.

Speros was a very entertaining presenter. The afternoon ended
with President Judy thanking the speaker and giving him a Rotary
Pen.

This is submitted by Rocharda Moore Morris and Linda Randolph.
We hope that we recorded everything.

From The Editor….Thank you to Rocharda and Linda for provid-
ing the meeting notes, and Jim McNabney for the attendance fig-
ures.

Meeting Notes From

JANUARY 6, 2009

After President Judy Walker led us in God Bless America Pastor
Calaway lead us in Prayer.

COMMUNICATIONS

Jim McNabney informed the group that a certificate was presented
to the group for having 10% of the membership present at the
Foundation Annual Dinner. He also informed us that our President
had become a Paul Harris Fellow and presented Judy with a Rotary
Medal.

Jim McNabney read a letter which had been sent to Larry Myers
from Andrew, an international student who had stayed with several
Rotarians 15 years ago ( McHie and Larry Myers to name a few).
Andrew informed us that he would be getting married in March of
2009 and that he now resided in England. His correspondence gave
an extensive summary of the number of employment opportunities
he had encountered since his stay in America. In addition to work-
ing for the Sidney 2000 Olympics he has worked for Air New Zea-
land, Support for Concerts and the National Basketball League.
His employment has also included developing several businesses
one of which was the result of his work with the concerts that in-
volved owning and operating a mobile bar to support live concerts.

Andrew was very positive about his stay in America 15 years ago
and thanked the Rotary for the educational experience and for the
individuals who had opened their homes to him.

After the letter was read Calvin Bellamy suggested that since he
was getting married the Rotary Club should send him something to
congratulate him on his new adventure. Cal also agreed to serve on
the committee to help decide on the gift. Andy Brennan suggested
that our club should contact the Rotary Club in England which
would be nearest to him and recommend that he become a member.

SPEAKERS

Speros Batistatos form the Lake Shore Visitors and Tourism Bu-
reau was the speaker for the afternoon.

Speros provided a lively discussion of the recreation industry in
Lake County and also discussed some of his future plans for ex-
pansion of the industry. He indicated that his goal was to develop
the amateur sports complex as a target for growth for the region.
He felt that this industry appeared to be recession proof. In light of

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
Of the things we think, say or do
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 13 Toll Road Lease, Leigh Morris
Jamuary 20 Vince Galbiati, NWI Forum
January 27 John Davies, NWI Soc of Innovators
February 3
February 10

Rotary Attendance January 6, 2009

Bassam Abdallah, Tim Anderson, Calvin Bellamy, James Blackwood, Greg Boyan, Andy Brennan, J Calaway,
Hans Enderlin, Michelle Golden, Mark Goldsmith, Mary Kaczka,

Ted Karns, Nancy Machnikowski, G. Edward McHie, Jim McNabney, Rocharda Moore Morris, Jeff Oesterle, Chuck
Pintar, Linda Randolph, Chuck Sanger, Rick Schumacher, Judy Walker, Lisa Wein, Lisa Woodruff.

Guest: Grant Goldsmith (Mark Goldsmith)
Speaker: Speros Batistatos from South Shore Convention and Tourism Bureau

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 27




