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Upcoming Schedule



2/3/04    Dr. Lee Artz- PUC Prof. of Communications



2/10/04  TBA

The Meeting-January 27, 2004

President Brennan led the Club in the Pledge and the singing of “America the Beautiful”. Jim Etter’s prayer urged us to be encouraged even in the dark days of winter.

Jim Prisby won the drawing but not the big prize.  As the number of cards available dwindles down to a precious few, the excitement builds and grandiose plans for the use of the money start to be hatched.

After a quiet few weeks, Tom White worked overtime extracting a dollar here and a dollar there for any number of offenses, real and imaginary.  For those of you fascinated by the idea of the “second” of something, please remember that the second Rotary Club was formed in San Francisco.  FYI there are approximately 1,200,000 Rotarians in approximately 31,000 clubs worldwide.

Cassel White reintroduced us to Hammond HS student Lauren Jones.

Phylis Mamula  introduced Cathy Forsland, the Hessville Branch Manager for Bank One.

President Brennan introduced our guest speaker, Mr. Greg Shaman of the Gary Steelheads.  The Steelheads are one of seven teams in the CBA  (Continental Basketball Association).  The CBA is the basketball equivalent of minor league baseball.  Interestingly the formation of the CBA predates that of the NBA.

Mr. Shaman was previously an assistant coach of another CBA franchise, so he was able to offer insights from multiple perspectives.  His primary message was that the Steelheads, now in their fourth year, have improved each year in wins and attendance and that they provide exciting basketball entertainment for a fraction of NBA prices.

Mr. Shaman remarked that, as with most minor league sports, life in the CBA is not glamorous.  The players play for the love of the game and the opportunity to advance either to the NBA or sometimes to an overseas league that offers greater financial rewards plus the excitement (?) of expatriate living.

Mr. Shaman encouraged us to take in a Steelheads game.  One good opportunity will be Rotary Night versus the Yakima Sun Kings on Saturday, February 21 at 7 PM.

----------------------

The bottom line for January 27- 32 Rotarians, 2 Actives/Attendance Excused, 

3 guests (including pianist Christ Wander), 1 speaker - 38 total

