ROTARY World Understanding Month 


            February 1
   Robert Wichlinski—Director, Purdue Technology Park


            February 8         Teenage depression and suicide—Bob Krumwied



February 15
   Born in Brotherhood—Jim McNabney



February 22
   NO MEETING

  Wed. February 23  
  Rotary 100th Anniversary DINNER/Radisson--Merrillville



March 1
   Morton Marcus—Vision of Northwest Indiana



March 8
   Mike Flannery—Purdue Tourism Rest. & Hotel Institutional Situation Analysis

The Meeting-January  25, 2005

Bruce Cook led us in The Pledge of Allegiance, followed by “God Bless America”, and the meeting continued with a prayer delivered by Bruce Lindner.  There was no drawing or extractions.

The following is the second e-mail from Mary Kaczka from India:  

Hi:

The end of the third week here, and the team is tired.  We are seeing lots of things and Rotary projects.  Most Indians work and go to school six days a week and earn 6 - 10 dollars a day---

amazing.  We are making lots of presentations and answering questions about why the US is in Iraq.  It is Saturday, and we have a Rotary meeting tonight.  Most meetings are in the evening.  The Rotarians have been very warm and welcoming if not overwhelming.  We have met the Indian team coming to Indiana in April.  I hope they are scheduled to visit Hammond Rotary. 

It is very hot in India.  I miss the snow.  Only eating South Indian food, three times a day. 

We have a wonderful driver who takes us around.  

Bye

Mary

               ___________________________________________________
Our speakers, Bob Gregg and Frank Szczpanski were introduced by Kevin McCarthy. They presented their program—e-Safe Kids.  This child ID protection system works to improve not only the safety of children, but also the identity protection of children.  They currently work with social clubs, school systems, police departments and other organization to get parents to purchase their inexpensive and safe system of identification cards.  After working locally with many groups, they are pushing forward for national exposure of their product.  This company is successfully using current technology to improve the system of child safety and helps to educate parents in the event of kidnapping or loss.

It works in this way.  All information is collected on site.  There is no storage of information after the transaction is complete.  Digital photos with a 1600 x 1200 pixel resolution are shot.  If necessary, the photo can be enlarged later to an 8 x 10” size.  A digital imprint of the right index finger is secured with a computer touch pad.  The text information includes guardian name, address, eye/hair color, DOB, weight, height, and distinguishing marks, all collected via a dry erase board.  There are no papers to shred.  A CD is burned on the spot for the parents, and the information then disappears with the click of the mouse. There is no transfer of records.  Parents are able to install the CD onto their computer which eventually turns into a web page with links to sites like the Amber Alert.  The cards made out of credit card stock are printed right on the scene.  These durable unalterable cards can be worn around a child’s neck during a visit to Disney World, the shopping mall or kept in a parent’s purse or wallet.

The price of a card costs a mere $7.50—the price of two Happy Meals.  Two cards are $10.00.

Maybe they should set up in McDonald’s restaurants?  Instead of issuing those plastic toys that we end up stepping on, how about providing an identification card instead?  What a nifty community service gesture for McDonald’s!  For more information call:  1.888.650.SAFE.

Bottom Line for January 25—30 Rotarians, 2 Actives/Attendance Excused, 1 Visiting Rotarian Bill Gall 

(Griffith), 2 Program: Bob Gregg and Frank Szczpanski:  Total  35

